h.% l^v^--._-i-- , 

council holds first session 

Satania/a mangoral session of 

»””? !?" M°8 commiiitytSSsa^^SS 

W®tol State Consultative Council 
**“- The Omani News Agency, received in Cvnrus 

f ■ «atpe nment start in Oman." ThtowZpcil 
•f^gjgg 1 ?- to fCvi f w ** P WMaft draft economic and social 

.^S£fc SSmS^ lnd ? wliOQS °*> «« development of 
aco^mc and social tows and on general policies. The process of Damme 

'.■JJ^SnTftmlbSrSj SSI’ S*- r ^ ligious andoS? prominent 
co mnwmty igcmfacn from every administrative region naming three 

E3F° Ved in N< ^^ cr *e niaSrf 
** *** Bovenunem after the 
^ of Cbe emendates were screened. He also decreed the council's 

tuncoons. 



ji i mi tfi) 

Sf^fj '% f^r. 



An independent Arab political daily pu 

UjjVI ^>L>ioll J......ji_i i» 



Arafat begins visit to Vietnam 

HANOI (R) — Palestinian l e a d er Yasser Arafat arrived for an official 
visit to Vietnam on Saturday. Mr. Arafat flew to Hanoi from Beijing (see 
page 2). He was greeted by Vietnam’s ageing President Vo Chi CQng and 
an honour guard of soldiers in the capital's main Bs Dinii square. Both 
men stood to attention as an army band struck up the Palestinian «nri 
Vietnamese anthems. Vietnam's communist government officially recog- 
nises the Palest ini an state, and Mr. Arafat, who is chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation, has visited Hanoi several times. 
Wes tern diplomats said the latest visit, which Mr. Arafat is due to follow 
with trips to neighbouring Cambodia and Laos, has little agnjfirowr*- 
beyond a reiteration of these countries' solidarity with the Palestinian 
cause. Hanoi's Communist Party newspaper Nhan Dan Saturday repeated 
Vietnam's "coesistenr support for the Palestinian people’s just struggle." 
It said the main obstacle to progress in Middle East peace talks was 
Israel's refusal to comply with U.N resolutions on the Middie East and 
Palestinian issues. 


Yotmne 16 Number 4887 


AMMAN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1991, JUMADEH AL AKHERA 16, 1412 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyab; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


A&ng honours Yousef 
liMuasher 

**«££■ ' 

e tit; yprfMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
^atdJngHussdn Saturday conferred 
’ 4e uUJUWkab Medal of the First 
on Yousef Al Muasher in 
jppmdadon of his services to the 
'economy. 




ionecker eyes Cuba 


lERUN (R) — Former East 
Communist leader Erich 
yon the ran from man , 
of (kVnrirter charges in united Ger- 
.. hopes to find permanent 
f^U 'tSfn&in Cuha, his wife said in an 
fr interview published Saturday. 
^di i Jr. Honecfcer, 79, who fled to 
fc dJoscow in March, took sanctu- 
Sffltfejyra.the Chilean embassy there 
®es*Btjn Dec. 11 after the Russian 
Mger® pvenmjent moved to extradite 
epoR^fin. Russia has since said it is up 
^ntiy Ji Germany and Chile to agree 
iheraji Honecker’s future. Margot 
rise fclooecker said in an interview 
Berlin newspaper in Mos- 
es that before going to Cuba the 

duple wanted to writ North 
tore* where ber husband could 
JSQlfset special medical treatment. 
Idm^baba would take us in. But we 
want to go to Pyongyang 
_ diere we coold move into a state 
"[pest house. North Korean and 
“Japanese doctors are available 
“"“■here for medical care," she. told 
“I “rifee daily Berfiner Knrier. 
nstmasV 

jp^Xarrubi in Yemen 

See*;. 

® °fc{ANAA (R) — Iran’s Parliament 
®™»fc*aker Mehdi Karrabi arrived 
““PH Yemen Saturday, Radio Sanaa 
Ktf feeponed. The radio quoted him 
* ptitti saying bis talks with Yemeni 
'aft'qeaders would focus on regional 
ITS SE&d Idimie bmibi and how to 
luBdpvbmote trade between the two 
'fren countries. Mr. Karrabi arrived 
!alinglnbm Beijing where be spent five 
ustttiays at the invitation of the 
alwjsQiineie leadership. 
bcBtB 

dffljH^ufimen hijack 
r>mall-bound 
! vtuianker 

ghbooe. 

CAIRO (R) — Somali gunmen 
sommandeeied a Saudi oil tanker 

0 recovering an oil shipment to war- 
ornu tom Somalia 10 days ago and 
vl ^Tdii*d it to sail to Sudan and 
OUR, Saudi Arabia, shipping sources 

laid Saturday. The Saudi-owned 
Sea Skipper, a 6,174-deadweight- 
■rJoiine tanker which flies a 
. ^Pa n ama nia n flag, was hijacked in 
s jlJjj4ogadishii harbour by 204 armed 
j SCBO vmenouDec. 1L, die sources said. 
JWfce hijackers ordered its Indian 
aI ^captain to sdl to Port Sudan 
^^toere they demanded political 
^wylwm in Sudan, Saucfi Arabia, 
lViaB fEgypt or Canaria. Sudanese an- 
ng a “'thonties allowed 180 of them to 

1 pty*bnd. The others forced the cap- 

to sail to an island off the 
e M*Saadi port of Jizan, the sources 
adding that Saudi autbor- 
icial mes were now ‘in control of the 
‘Situation.” The sources had no 
isdotfptoer details. 

, Enjpaf- • 

x to Russian 

^.vice-president 
^ meets Afghan rebels 

hart » f .' 

a ^ISLAMABAD (AP) — Russian 
[de^^ce-Pfesident Alexander Ruts- 
Saturday pressed Us former 
or(f cl^A^han foes fora prisoner swap, 
jj «H- r Bot U.S.-backed Afghan rebels 
- live been resisting a prisoner 
Tjsh's »JP*change, hdthng out for further 
^ifttitieesrioas, said several Afghan 
l?®® 06 * Mf* Rntskoi said Friday 
ibjeS* 8 ® iffintBents were bound to 
release some prisonets in keeping 
•gK? with an a^eement reached at the 
first round of direct talks held in 
iju^Mosccw last month. He is ex- 
tfi to address reporters early 

. t^-amday before beadmg to Afgha^ 
ie i^®sfen on the last 1^ of a three 1 
j -#'^»tion tour that b^an in Tehran. 

^rffollMri 0 rejects 


lo'^b-N. report 


? «*^i*'3tt4HERS (R) — Polisario guer- 
ic£ ’^- • accused the outgoing U.N. 

secretary general Saturday of 
^^.wotatmg normal United Nations 
i bwJ jK&ttic c and plunging peace 
.o^aiRrr 1 *® in'riie ffisputed Western 
i fi S .^® ra into a shambles. U.N. 
^jj-duef Javier Perea de CneDar 
jjjdtff JBtoed gniddines on Friday on 
rti tip r 10 cwdd vote in. a referendum 
j ^-^3® torritwy, a 15-year-tong 
jjtt^-^aegnxmd between Polisario 
n2 «^^errillas and Morroccan troops. 

fl aafc this report is totally. 
, 1 ^ .contrary to the normal practices . 

;■?* *e U.N.,” said Polisario 
^y.y ^man tbrahim Hakim, who 

,1s ambasstulQr.to Algeria of the 


Ashrawi: U.S. cannot assume 
‘passive’ role in Mideast talks 

Israel defying integrity, assumption of peace process 
Palestinians expect escalation of Israeli harassment 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United States 
cannot continue to adopt a "pas- 
sive” role in the impasse over in 
Arab-Israeli peace talks since the 
Israeli rejection of negotiations 
with an independent Palestinian 
delegation violates the integrity 
of the entire Middle East peace 
process, Palestinian spokes- 
woman Han an Ashrawi said 
Saturday. 

Dr. Ashrawi also said the 
Palestinians would not attend the 
multilateral phase of the Middle 
East peace talks unless and until 
the bilateral negotiations make 
realistic progres s . In any event, 
she said, "onr political lead- 
ership” — the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) — is the 
only party authorised to make the 
decision in this regard. 

The Palestinian delegation, ex- 
cept chief negotiator Haidar 
Abdul Shafi, returned to Amman 
from Washington Saturday. Dr. 
Abdul Shafi is expected to stay in 
the U.S. “on a private visit” for 
some time, officials said. 


The Jordanian side to the joint 
delegation is expected home Sun- 
day. 

Dr. Ashrawi told a press con- 
fcrcnc Saturday afternoon that 
she expected the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities to step up their 
arbitrary measures against the 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories in a bid to step up pressure 
on the peace negotiators to 
accept Israeli terms or withdraw 
from the talks altogether. 

The Washington talks ad- 
journed Wednesday until early 
January without making any 
tangible progress after two weeks 
of what came to be known was 
“corridor diplomacy” at the U.S. 
State Department to convince 
Israel to reverse its refusal to 
accept the Palestinian side as a 
separate entity in negotiations. 

Dr. Ashrawi described the 
stand-off as “genuine and sub- 
stantive” since the issue at stake 
was acceptance of the Palestinian 
identity and rights. 

The Israeli stand is seen as a 
firm indicator of the Jewish 
state's determination not to rec- 
ognise the Palestinians as a direct 







Sharif Zeid meets delegates 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid and several members of the cabinet 
held a meeting Saturday with the Palestinian delegation to peace 
talks with Israel. The delegation briefed Sharif Zeid on the 
outcome of the Washington talks and exchanged views with him on 
the peace pro ces s , the Jordan News Agency, Petra, reported. 


fiawn Ashrawi 

party and to shelve the responsi- 
bility of negotiations to Jordan. 

Jordan has reaffirmed that the 
Kingdom had extended the 
umbrella of a joint delegation to 
the Palestinians only to facilitate 
Palestinian participation by cir- 
cumventing the Israeli rejection 
of an independent Palestinian de- 
legation and that the actual nego- 
tiations on every aspect of the 
Palestinian dimension of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict has to be 
negotiated independently be- 
tween the Palestinian team and 
their Israeli counterparts. 

Accusing Israel of seeking “to 
control and determine the 
Palestinian destiny,” Dr. Ashra- 


wi said the Jewish state was acting 
in open violation of the letter of 
assurance and invitations that the 
co-sponsors of the peace talks — 
the U.S. the Soviet Union — 
issued to the parties. 

“There is definitely a 
J ordani an-Palestiniaa track and a 
Palestinian -Israeli track” in the 
letter of assurances and invita- 
tions, Dr. Ashrawi pointed out 
and affirmed that there was no 
contemplation of dismantling die 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian de- 
legation in a bid to advance the 
Palestinian position. 

U.S. President George Bush, 
expressing di sap pointment over 
the impasse in the talks, said 
Saturday that Washington would 
continue to play the role of a 
“honest broker" and stay away 
from intervening to end the stale- 
mate. 

But Dr. Ashrawi, member of a 
steering committee which guides 
the Palestinian negotiators, said it 
was only logical to expect the 
U.S. to step in and seek to break 
the deadlock. “I am saying that 
from an assessment of what hap- 
pened so for and analysing what 
the Americans have said,” she 
added. 

The Israeli position “is in viola- 
tion of... the whole integrity and 
assumption of the peace pro- 
cess," Dr. Ashrawi pointed out. 
“When you have a sponsor or a 
co-sponsor, they have a role to 

(Controlled on page 5) 


Israel ‘will not reject U.S. help 5 
in determining next round venue 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Depu- 
ty M»"«t er Bmyamin Netanyahu 
said Saturday that Israel would 
not reject U.S. assistance in find- 
ing a site for the next stage of 
peace talks. 

Mr. Netanyahu spoke to Israel 
Radio two days after he returned 
from Washington with the Israeli 
delegation to the negotiations, 
saying Jan. 7 was the agreed date 
for the next stage of talks. 

However, the ate of the meet- 
ing remained unsettled, he said. 
Israel wants the talks moved to 
the Middle East, the Arabs prefer 
them to continue in Washington. 

Asked if Israel would accept a 
U.S. proposal for the rite if the 
two sides could not agree, Mr. 
Netanyahu said: “We do not 
oppose U.S. help in this. Of 
course, we would prefer having 
direct contact with the Arab de- 
legations.” 

“But they (the Arabs)- 
apparently are still at the bargain- 
ing stage even on the direct nego- 
tiations,” be added. 

Israel had criticised the United 
States for setting Washington as 


the site for the December talks 
without consulting it first, con-, 
tending that the move would set a 
precedent allowing Arabs to cir- 
cumvent direct talks with the 
Jewish state. 

Israel's Ambassador to 
Washington Zalman Shoval indi- 
cated Friday that Israel would 
most likely accept the Arab de- 
mand for Washington. 

“I think my government would 
not make the place for venue an 
issue which would prevent the 
continuation of the talks," Mr. 
Shoval said. 

The Washington talks were the 
second round of a Middle East 
peace conference that convened 
in Madrid on Oct. 30, bringing 
Israelis into direct negotiations 
with Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and 
the Palestinians for the first time. 

Mr. Natanyabo also said un- 
realistic expectations led to U.S. 
anti Arab disappointment in the 
Washington talks. 

. Referring to U.S. President 
George Bush's statement on 
Thursday that he felt let down by 
talks between Israel and Syrian, 


Lebanese and a joint Palestinian- 
Jordanian delegation, Mr': 
Netanyahu told Israel Radio: 

“Maybe the issue of dis- 
appointment touches on the issue 
of expectations. We weren't dis- 
appointed because we had more 
realistic expectations. 

Mr. Netanyahu said that by 
delaying a resumption of talks 
and refusing to speak to Palesti- 
nians separately from the Jorda- 
nians, Israel haul proved to Arab 
negotiators that they could not 
rely on U.S. coercion to impose a 
solution on the Jewish state. 

He said Arabs still wanted to 
use the process to regain the 
territory Israel seized in the 1967 
Middle East war rather than to 
make peace with Israel. It was a 
continuing “educational process” 
to convince them that: 

“Thy have to be in the end at 
peace with us, chat it ts impossible 
to talk about recognising Israel's 
right to exist and on the othei 
ride negate all the minimal, 
necessary components that make 
up that existence.” 


Israel frees three Lebanese 
after South Lebanon blunder 


JLBSHEET, Lebanon (R) — 
Israel freed three kidnapped 
Lebanese civilians in South Leba- 
non Saturday nearly 36 hours 
after its commandos grabbed the 
wrong men. 

Diplomats in Beirut said hopes 
were running high that U.N. chief 
hostage negotiator Giandomeni- 
co Picco would soon secure some 
results from his latest mission to 
Syria and Iran. 

The three Lebanese, including 
part-time Reuter correspondent 
Shawki Fahs, were handed over 
to the International Committee, 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) in 
Israel's “security zone” in South 
Lebanon. 

Unshaven and haggard after 
questioning in Israel, Mr. Fahs, 
43, shepherd Hassan Zhoor and 
p«nu»J Nahal, who works for the 
television company, hugged rela- 
tives when they reached their 
homes. _ . 

They were kidnapped, hand- 
cuffed and hooded Thursday 
night by belicopter-brone com- 
mandos near Jibsheet, the village 

where Israeli troops seized Hiz- 
boHah deric Sheikh Abdnl Karim 


Obeid in July 1989. 

“During interrogation the 
Israelis concentrated on my con- 
tacts and knowledge of Hizbollah 
ami threatened to keep me like 
Obeid if I didn’t answer," Mr. 
Fahs told Reuters. “I wasn’t 
beaten.” 

“I told them I worked for 
Reuters but they didn't care.” 

It was a bitter homecoming for 
Mr. NabaL IBs two sons and 
another child were killed when a 
booby-trapped torch they found 
at the scene of the abduction 
exploded as they played with it. 

Lebanese security sources said 
the torch was planted by the 
Israeli troops in the hope that 
guerrillas would pick it up. 

When he was told his two sons 
had died, Mr. Nahal collapsed. 

“I want to kin myself.” Mr. 
Nahal, weeping, told relatives 
and friends. “Please don’t be 
sorry for me if I kfll myself 
today.” 

The Israeli army said on Friday 

it had seized the three men as 
“ te r roris t suspects.” They were 
taken to Israel as part of a drive 
to end guerrilla attacks on its 


forces in Lebanon. 

But the military adnounced 18 
hours later after questioning the 
three that they would be freed on 
Saturday. 

Lebanese security sources and 
Western diplomats said the 
Israelis were hunting leaders of 
Hizbollah but kidnapped inno- 
cent civilians tty mistake. 

“It was a ridiculous blunder 
and has apparently only served to 
pat Hizboflah’s leaders on high 
alert,” one diplomat said. 

Asked on Saturday whether 
the army was embarrassed over 
the affair, an Israeli security 
source replied: “Maybe, maybe.” 

Despite Israeli denials, the kid- 
napping prompted speculation 
the Jewish state was trying to 

pressure pro-Iranian groups to 
return its six servicemen missing 
in Lebanon or their remains. 

Israel fears the Middle East 
hostage saga, now la its final 
chapter, win end without the 
return of the Israelis — in par- 
ticular airman Rod Arad, the 
only one believed to be alive. 

(CosttaMd <» page 5) 


30 detained 
in W. Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israeli soldiers detained 
Saturday 30 Pa les t ini a n suppor- 
ters of the Islamic fundamentalist 
movement Hamas, Arab sources 
and Israel Television said. 

Arab repor te rs said soldiers 
raided a meeting of Hamas sup- 
porters at a vocational training 
college in the occupied West 
Bank town of Dahiyat Al Band 
north of Jerusalem. 

During the meeting, masked 
activists marched through the col- 
lege with Palestinian flags calling 
for a continuation of the armed 
straggle against Israel and de- 
nouncing the peace talks, Israel 
Television reported. 

The army command confirmed 
that 30 Palestinians had been 
detained at the college for ques- 
tioning, but declined to give 
further details. 

Hamas (Islamic Resistance 
Movement) has been outlawed by 
Israel who bolds it respcaxsable for 
many attacks on Israelis. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip 
Saturday, five Palestinians were 
shot and injured in dashes with 
Israeli troops, an army spokes- 
man said. 

In Jerusalem, six cars were set 
on fire, five in the East Jerusalem 
neighbourhood Annon Hanazhr 
and one near the U.S. consulate 
in East Jerusalem, police said. 

Three Palestinians were 
arrested on suspicion of the 
arson, Israel Television said. 

Thousands of Israelis and 
Palestinians joined hands Friday 
in the East Jerusalem neighbour- 
hood of Sflwan to protest Jewish 
settlers’ efforts to take over 
homes in the Arab area. 

The Israeli demonstrators, 
many from the Peace Now move- 
ment. waved Israeli flags and 
carried posters saying “stop set- 
tlements, negotiate now.” 

The settlers’ campaign to take 
over six bouses in the Arab quar- 
ter has been criticised by the U.S. 
State Department as a provoca- 
tion while American-sponsored 
Middle East peace talks were 
under way in Washington. 

Hzsham Mahanrid, an Israeb- 
Arab legislator of the^ Communist 
Party participating in the demon- 
stration, called the Jewish settlers 
“an obstacle to peace.” 

“All Israeli forces of peace 
came to e xpr e s s their opinion. 
They are saying they have 
another political view, different 
from that of (Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak) Shamir’s government and 
the settlers,” he said. 





His Royal 
photo) 


Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Saturday attends a cabinet meeting (Petra 


Regent, cabinet discuss returnees 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hasssan 
Saturday visited the Prime Minis- 
try where he was sworn in to 
serve as Regent dnring His 
Majesty King Hussein’s current 
visit abroad. 

Prince Hassan chaired part of a 
cabinet meeting, which was 
attended by Prime Minister Shar- 
if Zeid Ben Shaker. The meeting 


discussed issues pertaining to 
coordination among government 
departments and problems facing 
Jordanian expatriates who re- 
turned from toe Gulf region dur- 
ing and after toe Gulf crisis. 

Prince Hassan stressed the 
need to solve the crisis of retur- 
nees through international bodies 
assigned for such cases. The 
meeting also discussed the issue 


of communication and media and 
affirmed toe importance of de- 
veloping information systems at 
toe domestic and foreign levels in 
a manner that fits with Jordan’s 
stands and national interests. 

Hie Regent called for giving 
social issues due attention and 
urged the government to con- 
tinue its educational development 
programme. 


Kuwait launches fresh sweep 
against Palestinians, Jordanians 


KUWAIT (R) — Hundreds of 
Palestinians are being forced out 
of Kuwait or are hiding at home 
hoping to avoid a new crackdown 
in the emirate, diplomats and 
Palestinians said on Saturday. 

Police are mounting a sweeping 
security operation ahead of a 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
summit Monday. 

“Kuwait is concerned that no 
security slip-ups happen dnring 
the summit,” said one diplomat. 
“But the security operation also 
appears to be a cover to quietly 
weed out the remaining Palesti- 
nian and Jordanian elements left 
in the country.” 

Immigration department 
sources said last week toe govern- 
ment would grant residence visas 
to 35,000 Palestinians out of an 
estimated 50,000 if they bad a 
job, a sponsor, and had not 
cooperated into Iraqi occupation 
forces. 

There were about 400,000 
Palestinians in Kuwait before the 
invasion in August last year. 
Thousands fled (hiring the seven- 
month occupation. Others left 
after liberation when the govern- 
ment made them re dund a n t in 
reprisal for the Palestine Libera- 


tion Organisation’s pro-Iraq 
stance. 

Crown Prince Saad Al Abdul- 
lah Al Salem Al Sabah said in an 
interview tins week: “Everyone 
who was in Kuwait before or 
during the occupation who 
cooperated with occupying 
forces, whatever the size or type 
of cooperation, we will not let 
him stay with us in Kuwait. It is 
the least we can do.” 

Non-Kuwaitis must apply for 
residence pennies by the end of 
toe year. If they do not, they free 
a $34 fine a day. 

Many Palestinians, who have 
lived in K uwait for decades, said 
they were too scared to leave 
their homes for fear of being 
harassed or picked up. Police 
have set up checkpoints across 
the city. 

Others have taken extended 
leave from their jobs. Some said 
they would leave as they could 
not afford to pay the fines. 
Palestinians said the government 
was dragging its feet over (heir 
applications until the deadline 
ran out. 

Bnt many were given exit visas 
allowing them between a week 
and a month to leave, on the 


grounds that they left the emirate 
and a returned during the Iraqi 
occupation. 

All Palestinians interviewed by 
Renters refused to have their 
names disekped for fear of repris- 
als. They said some were being 
held in schools pending deporta- 
tion. 

Witnesses saw at least two 
schools in Kuwait City patrolled 
by armed national guards. They 
told anyone who approached to 
move on. 

One teenager said about 200 
people, mainly Palestinians, were 
held in a police station. 

A company which charters 
planes to Jordan said it had laid 
on two extra flights this week. 

“The flights are completely 
booked. We usually have (me 
flight a week, but this week we 
have three to Amman — all 
one-way tickets,” an official said. 

A Palestinian in his 20s said 
police stopped him at- a check- 
point and asked to see his papers. 
When be could not produce h is 
passport, they put him on a bus 
and took him to a police station. 

His family brought him the 

(Continued on page 5) 


II republics sign commonwealth 
accord, tell Gorbachev to leave 


ALMA-ATA (Agencies) — 
Leaders of 11 of the 12 former 
Soviet republics signed agree- 
ments Saturday proclaiming a 
new commonwealth of indepen- 
dent states and putting a formal 
end to the Soviet Union. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
who did not attend toe meeting in 
the Kazakhstan capital, will make 
a decision on his future soon, 
although it Hkeiy would not be 
Saturday, his spokesman was 
quoted as saying. Mr. Gorbachev 
is expected to resign. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin, toe driving force behind the 
commonwealth, said at a news 
conference afterwards that the 
central Soviet government no 
longer existed. 

“Now that we are no longer 
forcibly bound by the chains of 
the centre, when the centre has 
been destroyed and the totalita- 
rian communist system has been 
destroyed, the field is open for 
forming a democratic common- 
wealth — the kind civilised coun- 
tries should be in,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Gor- 
bachev had agreed on Dec. 17 
that the 74-year-old superpower 
would be dissolved before the 
end of the year. Bnt, in keeping 
with toe dizzying pace of events 
that rocked toe Soviet Union tins 
year, Saturday’s outcome made 


that moot. 

The only republic not partici- 
pating in the commonwealth so 
fro- is Georgia, which has pursued 
a fiercely independent policy 
since toe foiled August coup that 
touched off the disintegration of 
tiie Soviet Union. 

Mr. Yeltsin emerged as a hero 
because of his resistance to hard- 
liners after the coop, and used 
that popularity to consolidate his 
hold on power. On Friday, Mar. 
Yeltsin consolidated control over 
tiie old central security service by 
seiring the powerful Soviet fore- 
ign intelligence organisation that 
was run by a dose friend of Mr. 
Gorbachev. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the presidents 
agreed to name former Soviet 
Defence Minister Yevgeny Sha- 
poshnikov as interim head, until 
Dec. 30, of a unified military 
command that would control all 
nuclear and conventional forces. 

The heads of the four republics 
with nuclear weapons also agreed 
that they will establish a perma- 
nent united command after that, 
Kazakhstan President Nmsultan 
Nazarbayev said. 

There are an estimated 27,000 
nuclear warheads in Russia, 
Ukraine, Byelorussia and 
Kazakhstan. 

They also agreed that Russia 
would take over the Soviet Un- 
ion’s seat on tiie U.N. Security 


Council. In turn, Russia and the 
two republics already represented 
at the United Nations — Ukraine 
and Byelorussia — would push 
for all other participants in the 
commonwealth to have seats at 
tiie world body. 

The other republics are 
Kazakhstan , Turkmenistan, Tad- 
zhikistan, Kirgizia, Uzbekistan, 
Moldavia, Armenia and Azerbai- 
jan. 

Soviet Ambassador to the 
U.N., Yuli Vorontsov, said on 
Friday be expected a request to 
the U.N. next week asking that 
the Soviet seat go to Russia. 

Diplomats said Mr. Yeltsin was 
sending a letter to the permanent 
members of the Security Council 
— the United States, Britain, 
France and China. 

In practice, admission to the 
United Nations as a new member 
or a successor state to a defunct 
nation usually comes after recog- 
nition by many states, leading to 
speculation that Russia would be 
recognised by toe United States 
and others shortly. 

Tbe new commonwealth would 
probably be ineligible to join the 
Umted Nations as a full member 
as it does not meet the definition 
of a nation-state, legal e xpe rts 


The Soviet Union, as a victo- 
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Middle East News 


Arafat vows friendship 
with China; official 
hints at Israel tie 


■ PEKING (R) — Visiting Pcies- 
; tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
left China Saturday vowing eter- 
naf friendship, but a senior 
Chinese official hinted Peking 
would normalise relations with 
Isreal. 

Mr. Arafat left China by spe- 
cial plane after being presented 
with a photo album by Chinese 
President Yang Shangkun, the 
New China News Agency said. 

Mr. Arafat inscribed in the 
book: “Long live the eternal 
friendship between China and the 
State of Palestine, let's advance 
together towards victory." 

However Western diplomats 
believe Mr. Arafat was briefed on 
China's plans to recognise Israel. 

A senior Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial declined on Friday to say 
when China would recognise the 
Jewish state. 

. But. speaking on condition he 
, not be named, the official added: 
'“In the historical perspective, 
looking at the trend, it is possible 
for the normalisation of relations 
between the two countries.” 

; China’s Premier Li Peng told 
Mr. Arafat Friday that the secur- 
ity of Israel should be guaran- 
teed. 

- ‘The sovereignty and security 
of all Middle East countries in- 
cluding Israel should be respected 


and guaranteed,” th4 official 
agency quoted Mr. U as saying. 

C hina, which has long regarded 
itself as a champion of the Third 
World, has backed the Palesti- 
nian cause and offidaly recog- 
nises Mr. Arafat as president of 
the state of Palestine. 

On seeing Mr. Arafat off, Mr. 
Yang said: “Let’s work for our 
common victory,” the New China 
News Agency reported. 

Both Mr Yang and Mr. Li 
reiterated Peking's support for 
Palestine. 

But as part of China’s initiative 
to play down ideology and im- 
prove diplomatic ties throughout 
the world, Peking and Israel have 
moved rapidly closer recently. 

The bead of the first official 
Israeli trade delegation to China 
said in November he believed the 
two countries would establish re- 
lations within months. 

Security sources in Israel said 
Israeli Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens secretly visited Peking be- 
tween Nov. 4 and 8, just after the 
launching of Arab-Israeli peace 
talks in Madrid. 

He would have been the first 
Israeli minister in China. 

The senior Foreign Ministry 
official declined to confirm tbe 
Arens visit, saying only that there 
had been visits of Israelis to 
Peking as tourists. 


Syrian papers 
assail Israel 
for impasse 
in peace talks 


AMMAN GRAPHICS CENTRE 


Drawings, designs, stampers, publications, shop 
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Tel. and fax 612677 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrian 
newspapers Saturday blamed the 
lack of progress in Arab-Israeli 
peace talks .in Washington on 
Israeli stubbornness. 

“The next round of talks will 
be no better than tflfc Washington 
talks if Israel’s goals remain the 
same and if the international 
community continues to be a 
mere spectator” said the daily 
Tbhrin. 

“Tbe Arabs are appealing to 
tbe international community to 
take a stand based on rights, 
justice and peace,” the newspap- 
er said. “The Arabs will never 
relinquish any part of their lands 
as long as Israel’s stubbornness 
increases. 

The newspaper said in its edito- 
rial that Israel’s intransigence in- 
creased after the U.N. General' 
Assembly recently rescinded a 
resolution that described Zionism 
as a form of racism. 

Another newspaper, A1 Thaw- 
ra, called for the application of 
U.N. resolutions that demand an 
Israeli withdrawal from occupied 
Arab territories. 

“For how long with it (the 
General Assembly) remain silent 
towards tbe suffering of a people 
which has been ruled by Israeli 
ideology since 1948, and when 
will U.N. resolutions become 
deeds through their long-overdue' 
enforcement?” it asked. 

The Washington talks stum- 
bled when Israel refused to deal' 
separately with tbe Palestinian 
delegation, which in the previous, 
round of talks in Madrid had 
formed part of a joint delegation 
with Jordan. 
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Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year 
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* M - UWAN DINING ROOM 

— Christmas Eve 24.12.1991 - 

Our Executive Chef and Pastry Chef are proud to invite you to 
enjoy what they have prepared for you on Christmas Eve. 


While Dining, enjoy Christmas Carols performed by our Three 
Countries Band. 




Christmas Day 

Enjoy our Traditional Christmas Buffet lunch including 
stuffed Turkey, fresh fish, beef and many other mouth- 
watering dishes and Christmas favourites. 

Santa will be waiting for your children with nice presents. 
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Perez de Cuellar sets 
Saharan poll guidelines 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar issued guide- 
lines Friday on who will be eligi- 
ble to vote in a referendum on toe 
future of Western Sahara that 
indude anyone born of a Saharan 
father born in tbe territory: 

The Polisario front, seeking 
independence for the former 
Spanish colony, has been waging 
a 15-year-long guerrilla war with 
Morocco, which controls most of 
die sparsely-populated territory, 
rich in phosphates. 

A U.N.-sponsored ceasefire 
came into force on Sept. 6 as part 
of a plan for a referendum in 2992 
giving toe inhabitants toe choice 
between independence or in- 
tegration with Morocco. 

A key issue between the two 
sides, which has led to several 
months’ delay in implementing 
the plan, is who should be 
allowed to take part in the re- 
ferendum. 

This is complicated by toe trib- 
al nature of Westers Saharan 
society and the ebb and flow of 
people across borders. 

Polisario accuses' Morocco of 
bringing thousands of supporters 
into the territory to stack the vote 
and is expected to regard tbe 
U.N. guidelines as favouring 
Rabat. 

Under the U.N. plan, an iden- 
tification commission has been 
working on the basis of a 1974 
Spanish census which counted 
more than 73,000 inhabitants. 

The commission had been up- 
dating tbe census by taking 
account of births and deaths and 
population movements. 

In instructions for reviewing 
applications to vote, the secret- 
ary-general wrote: “It is neces- 
sary... that the link with the 
territory of people absent in 1974 
be solid and demonstrable... 

“Firstly, it is considered that an 
appropriate link to tbe territory 
exists when the applicant was 
bom of a Saharan father bom in 
the territory.” 

The gui defines add that “peo- 
ple who fled colonial rule cannot 


be deprived of the right to decade 
on the fixture of the territory to 
which they belong. 

Similarly children, aged 18 
years or more, should not be 
penalised just because their pa- 
rents, owing to colonialism or 
other reasons... chose or were 
obliged to leave their homes. 
However, in order not to widen 
excessively the scope of this pro- 
vision, it has been restricted to 
one generation only.” 

The guidelines also say that “a 
member of a Saharan tribe be- 
longing to the territory is eligible 
to participate in toe referendum if 
be or she Iras resided in tbe 
territory for a period of six con- 
secutive years before Dec. 1, 
1974.” 

Because this might penalise 
Saharans who, for a variety of 
circumstances, had to move fre- 
quently across toe territory’s bor- 
ders, anyone with an intermittent 
residence period of 12 years prior 
to Dec. 1, 1974, will also be 
eligible. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar stressed 
the magnitude of tbe problems, 
saying “I do cot wish to sound 
unduly optimistic” and that “se- 
rious efforts will have to be made 
at the political and technical level 
in order to keep the process 
going” 

Also complicating the U.N. 
plan is the resignation of its chief 
diplomat, Johannes Manz, who is 
resuming his duties as Swiss 
ambassador to toe United Na- 
tions. 

Earlier this week a top Swiss 
‘Foreign Ministry official accused 
Morocco of fixe Un- 

ited Nations and preventing Mr. 
Manz from getting an accurate 
count of the number of people 
entitled to vote. 

Polisario has accused a high- 
level U.N. official of leaking a 
copy of eligible voter lists to 
Morocco. 

The guerrilla movement said 
the list would enable tbe kingdom 
to learn whore Polisario partisans 
are concentrated and attack those 
villages. 


Situation 
worsening 
in Somalia 
capital 


erupted Nov. 17, mere than 4,000 
people have been killed and 8,000 
wounded in the conflict, most of 
them women and children caught 
in toe cross-fire. 

Food, fuel and medicines are 
also running low, although an 
international airlift of 270 tenures 
of mostly medical supplies and 
equipment, fuel and a small 
amount of food began Thursday. 

The conflict has involved a 
fight between supporters of Presi- 
dent Ali Mabdi Mohammad and 
the ruling United Somali Con- 
gress (USC) chairman. General 
Mohammad Farrah Aideed- The 
warlords lead subgroups of Soma- 
lia’s large, central Hawuye dan 
from which the USC draws its 
supp o rt . 

Mr. Vial said tire mood among 
the combatants “gets more tense 
daily.” 

The continous shelling of 
Mogadishu’s port and widespread 
banditry by heavily armed inde- 
pendent gangs have prevented 
aid agencies from approaching 
supplies of relief food in the city 
or bringing in large amounts of 
food. 

Mr. Vial said that international 
agencies have enlisted a force of 
more than 1,000 neutral men — 
who are paid in food — to guard 
more than 10,000 tonnes of food 
stored at toe port But tire agen- 
cies cannot approach the supply. 


Dim Christmas in Christ’s hometown 


By Sand Aboodi 

Renter 


NAZARETH — Christian 
Arabs, in Nazareth , the. borne 
of Jesus, have little time for 
Christmas joy this year as 
they face- the threat of Isaeti 
land confiscations. 


In Nazareth, the largest 
Arab town in Israel, few 
stores display Christmas trees 
and fights. Only a handful of 
tourists roam the market area 
.next to toe Basilica of toe 
Annunciation, where Mary is 
raid to have been told she 
would bear Jess. 

“While the Western world 
is celebrating Christmas, we 
have no feast at all. It is 
already Dec. 20 and there are 
few signs of the feast,” said 
Cannon Riah Abu A1 Assal, 
head of the Anglican Church 
in Nazareth. 


The city’s 60,000 Arabs, 
including some 20,000 Christ- 
iana, have had their hopes for 
a better holiday season 
dashed. 

Already ground down by a 
stagnant economy, they, like 
the rest of some 800,000 
Israeli Arabs, feel the Jewish 
state is tightening tbe screws 
on them to make way for 
more than 350,000 Soviet im- 
migrants who have flooded 
since 1989. 

Israeli Arabs, who often 
complain of unequal treat- 
ment and neglect by the 
right-wing Israeli govern- 
ment, now say tome is a new 
threat to their existence — 
revival of 16-year-old land 


confiscation orders. 

They say toe orders have 
been reactivated by a govern- 
ment hungry for land land to_ „ . 
build homes for Soviet im- ... 
migrants. . . .. 

• It is the most worrying sigiF ** 
of what they already see as a 
bleak future. Some are also 
worried by toe drying up of 
government funds to Arab 
municipalities, now diverted 
to Soviet immigrants. 

“They have already seized 
92 per cent of our land and 
more to come," said Man- 
sour Kardoush, a human 
rights activists who runs a 
legal aid centre in Nazareth. 

“In effect, they want to put 
a Jewish community between 
every Arab town and its 
neighbour, to turn ns into 
ghettos,” be said. 

Over tire past year, Israel 
has notified Arab landowners 
in toe village of ’Ain Mabel, 
near Nazareth, and residents 
of toe village of Ramyeh, 
near Kanniel, to leave their 
land. 

It has also begun building- 
on Arab land scried near the 
village of Kawfcab Abu A1 
Haxja, near Acre. 

Israeli Arabs, who in- 
creasingly insist they be cal- 
led Palestinian or just plain 
Arab but not Israeli, acknow- 
ledge that the wave of Soviet 
migration and the explosion 
in construction has boosted 
employment for Arab 
labourers. 

But they say Arab unem- 
ployment is still the highest in 
Israel at some 28 per cent. 

Many predict the Arabs 


who remained behind and 
took citizenship after Israel’s 
creation, m 1948 will soon be 
squeezed, out. of the Jewish 
state, tiy toe Sovdet JeW& as 
sorelyas their fellow Palesti- 
nians were evicted by Israeli 
troops during tbe 1948 war. 

a year or two, we 
won't have any land to farm 
and we won’t have any jobs 
in Israel,” said Awad Abdul 
Fattah, a journalist and a 
leader of a small nationalist 
movement. Sous of the Vil- 
lage. 

Unemployment, lack, of 
tourism and growing poverty 
are also constant preoccupa- 
tions. 

Christmas has been dim 
throughout tire Holy Land 
for four years with Israeli 
troop^pnd Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip locked in the in- 
tifada. The Gulf war wiped 
out last year’s tourist trade. 

Cannon Abu A1 Assal said 
he has been helping 23 
Palestinians Christian fami- 
lies. 

“I have never seen this 
number of families needing 
financial help,” he said. 

Less than a week before 
Christmas this year, shipow- 
ners in •■Nazareth, once a ma- 
jor tourist centre, despair of 
trade. 

“Normally we have plenty 
of customers during the 
Christinas season. But this 
year it is veiy dry,” said 
24-year-old In as Salem as toe 
looked after tbe family store. 

“It looks like it is going to 
be a dim Christmas.” 
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U.N. makes no changes ! 
in sanctions against Iraq 


NAIROBI (AP) — Somalis are 
starving to death because aid 
agencies cannot distribute food in 
toe war-wrecked capital, and ten- 
sions between combatants are in- 
creasing daily, an aid worker said 
Friday. 

“People are more and more 
desperate,” said Patrick Vial of 
the French humanitarian agency 
Doctors Without Borders, who 
arrived in Nairobi Thursday after 
fire months in Mogadishu, tile 
Somali capital. 


Since clan-based fighting 
opted Nov. 17, mere than 4,000 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
U.N. Security Council completed 
on Friday a periodic review of its 
sanctions against Iraq but made 
do changes. 

Sanctions were first imposed a 
few days after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990, and 
' were later tightened. 

This was the fourth periodic 
review, none of which has re- 
sulted in any earing of sanctions. 

Referring to reports that some 
2,000 Kuwaitis were believed still 
held in Iraq and to Baghdad’s 
alleged failure to fitifil other U.N. 
demands, the council asked 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to prepare a factu a l 
report on Iraq’s compliance with 
various resolutions. 

The report would be available 
in time for tbe council’s next 
sanctions review, conducted ev- 
ery 60 days since tbe adoption on 
April 3 of a sweeping resolution 
designed to strip Iraq of its 
weapons of mass destruction and 
ordering it to pay reparations 
from any oil sales. 

A statement read to reporters 
by council President Yuli Voront- 
sov of the Soviet Union also 
noted that Iraq had not yet taken 
advantage of two resolutions, 
adopted in August and Septem- 
►ber, allowing it to sell up to $1.6 
billion worth of oil over six 


food and other humamtarianaejj. 


The Unffed Nations would con- 
trol all tbe proceeds of tbe on 
sales, 30 per cert of wfata;*^ 


other debts stemming fimabaq>, 
invasion of Kuwait 

fuses to sefi oU under those cooii. 

tions, which ft considers 
fringement of its sovereignty. . <6 

With the aim of aDeyiriftgthe 

plight of Iraq rivUians, toe ooqn- 
cH also asked its Sanctions Com- 
mittee on Friday to cpnrider 
streamlining procedures for 
approving the import by Iraq erf* 
variety of humanitarian foehn. ■ 
The committee was asked to 
chaw up a list of goods, aisont. 
whose rale to Iraq it would sixnpfy 
have to be notified — -. as ts the 
case now with food and mo&foe 
— instead of giving Its prior 
approval. 

Also, in tiie case of. good* 
requiring prior approval, 'an; 

committee member raising 

objection would have to provide 
specific reasons. 

The proposals for easing proce- 
dures were first made % non- 
aligned members of the conned 
who have expressed concern ab- 
out the effects of continuing sanc- 
tions on Iraqi civilians'. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gunmen ambush Turkish police car, t dead 


ISTANBUL (R) — Three gunmen ambushed a police car and tool 
dead a patrolman and wounded another, the semi-official Amuo- 
Han news agency said Saturday. There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility for Friday night's attack in Istanbul’s Kartal district 
Turkey’s far-left guerrilla group Dev-Sol (Revolutionary Left) has 
said it has killed four generals, two Americans, a Briton and at 
least 30 policemen tins year. 


Bulgaria, Turkey agree on confidence building 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria and Turkey, for years barely on speaking 
terms, agreed Friday on confidence and security building measures 
and military contacts, Bulgarian Defence Ministry officials said. 
Bul garian Chief of General Staff General Lyuben Petrov and his 
Turkish counterpart General Dogan Gores signed a document 
specifying advance notification of military activities within a 
60-kilometre zone on either side of toe common border. It also 
provided for observers at military manoeuvres in toe zone if they 
involved more than 12,000 troops, 300 tanks of 250 artillery pieces. 


Group denies man held in Italy is member 


BEIRUT (R) — The Fateh Reu^jgitmary Council (FRC) denied 
Friday a Palestinian charged in Italy with befongmgJo. an outlawed 
guerrilla group was a member. In a statement issued in Beinj&.tiie 
, FRC said Khalid Birawi Thamer jQ»g^iever a member. TJj&groap is 
led by Sabri A1 Banna, known as Abu Nidal tod the world’s most 
wanted guerrilla leader. Thamer was detained in Rome Monday 
and accused of subversive association and membership of an armed 
band. He was suspected by investigators of belonging to Abu 
Nidal’s FRC. Thamer was extradited to Italy in 1985 alter being 
arrested at Frankfurt airport on suspicion of trying to smuggle j 
more than 10 kilogrammes of explosives into West Germany. Held 
during an Italian investigation into Abu Nkfal*s activities, he was 
released in 1988 when his period of pre-trial detention had expired. 


Kuwait gets S. Korean supertanker 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait Friday received the first of four oil 
supertankers being buflt in South Korea and named it A1 Awdafa 
(Retrun) to mark the emirate's liberation from Iraq. Tbe Knwaiti 
News Agency (KUNA) said the 281,000-tonne very large erode 
carrier (VLCC) was one of four contracted with Hyundai and 
Daewoo of South Korea before the Iraqi invasion in August 1990. 
KUNA quoted an official at the state-owned Kuwait Oil Tanker 
Company (KOTC) as saying the three other VLCCs would be 
delivered next year. In addition to the four VLCCs, KOTC, which 
had a pre-invasion fleet of 30 tankers, was also looking for two 
refined products carriers, three liquefied petroleum gas 1 (IPG) 
earners and three Etoylene/LPG carriers. 


Israel to delay Wagner concert 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The Israel philharmonic Friday postponed ! 
concert of works by German composer Richard Wagner to aUot 
time for its subscribers to be polled on the controversial perform 
ance, a spokeswoman said. The concert, scheduled next Friday 
raised a storm of protest since many Israelis associated the 19d 
century composer with Hitler. The orchestra’s musicians voted las 
week to break a 53-year ban on playing Wagner. But- to 
philharmonic’s advisers decided that because Of the “sensitivity o 
the issue,” it would poll season ticket holders before supporting tb 
concert Philharmonic spokeswoman Israela Moskovitz smd Frida] 
that toe orchestra’s management “respects the decision ; 7 : ai 
therefore is postponing the concert.” , - 
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Trains would solve traffic, fuel problems — minister 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Interior 
Minister Jawdat AS Sbonl has 
recommended to tbe government 
that trains be operated between 
Amman and Zarqa, through 
Ritsrifa, in a bid to reduce traffic 
problems and cut down on fuel 
consumption. 

According to Ministry of In- 
terior sources, die minkta f ha< 

snbmiocd a request based on a 
study cond uct ed by a specialised 
com m it t ee, calling for trains to 
operate from Amman to Zarqa 
, and back to transport passengers. 

Under the plan, train stations 
will be established midway at 
Ruseifa and stops will be created 
at platforms in Amman at Mahat- 
ta, Raghdan bridge and the rail- 


way terminal near the old munici- 
pality building in downtown Am- 
man, the sources said. 

According to tbe plan, the 
ministries of transport and in- 
terior will undertake to work out 
a traffic rate for passenger rides 
between tbe two cities and will 
also fix departure and arrival 
hours at both ends. i 

Jordan is one Arab country 
which still lacks proper railway 
services though elements for 
establishing railroads exist and 
the country's need for them is 
great, the sources said. 

At present, tbe Aqaba Railway 
Corporation operates a line to 
carry phosphate produced at Has- 
sa and other mines in the south to 


Aqaba for export. 

There is also a line linking 
Amman with Zarqa and one that 
goes to Maan, but they are oper- 
ational. The railway linking Am- 
man with Damascus has not been 
operating for years. The railway 
dates back to 1864 when a Ger- 
man engineer proposed to the 
Ottomans to build a railway line 
to connect Damascus with the 
Red Sea. The idea was fojgotten 
until 1900 when Ottoman ruler 
Sultan Abdul Hamid, announced 
a railway plan, linking IsanbuJ 
with Hijaz in tbe western parts of 
tbe Arabian Peninsula to help 
transport pilgrims to tbe holy 
places in Mecca. 

According to ministry sources. 


a higher transport council for 
roads will be set up to take charge 
of planning transport operations 
in the Kingdom. 

The council will be entrusted 
with coordinating transport- 
related matters with neighbour- 
ing Arab countries, induing tbe 
question of axial weights. 

' Transport Ministry sources said 
that the transport sector in the 
Kingdom accounts for nearly 
eight percent of tbe total national 
income. They said that transport 
matters are of vital importance 
not only to Jordan but for the 
whole regions since the Kingdom 
has a central geographical loca- 
tion, linking Europe with Asia 
and Africa via the port of Aqaba. 
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Private 
sector 
investments 
needed, 
official says 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
currently involved in im- 
plementing an economic restruc- 
turing programme which makes it 
almost imp ossible for it to acquire 
further easy-term loans, increas- 
ing tbe importance of private 
sector investments in the King- 
dom, according to Mohammad 
Asfour, president of the Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Chambers of 
Gommerce. 

More investments on the part 
of (he private sector are needed 
to ensure a greater contribution 
margin of the gross domestic pro- 
duct, Mr. Asfour said in a state- 
ment Friday. 

Mr. Asfour urged the govern- 
ment to open the way for the 
private sector to have equal 
opportunity with the public sector 
in investments and noted that 
steps to this effect should be 
taken urgently in the coining year 
to reform the taxation system and 
to reduce customs duty to cope 
with the new economic chal- 
lenges. 

Mr. Asfour also recommended 
the government promote the op- 



Mohammad Asfour 

erations of the trade sector, 
which affects all aspects of the 
national economy, and to in- 
crease the country's trade links 
with the outside world. 

In the new year the govern- 
ment should remove all adminis- 
trative and routine obstacles and 
take practical steps towards help- 
ing Jordanian products to com- 
pete with foreign goods abroad, 
Mr. Asfour said. 

In order for the economic res- 
tructnral programme to succeed, 
the country ought to promote 
exports, reduce imports and cur- 
tail the high rate of cash supply in 
the market by directing capital 
towards more investments in 
income-generating projects, he 
said. 


Pakistani squash team in Jordan 


AMMAN — Zaeem Aziz 
Oureshi, manager of Pakistan 
International Airlines in Jor- 
dan. extends '-his gratitude for 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Ben Talaf'for 
inviting the PIA squash team 
to this hospitable country and 
for strengthening the disting- 
uished relations between 
Pakistan and Jordan. 

The area manager of PIA in 
Jordan held a reception and 
(firmer party Saturday on tbe 
occasion of the visit of the 
squash team to Jordan, headed 


by the world champion Jansher 

Khan- 

The area manager of PIA m 
Jordan is very pleased to hold 
tins party for both the Squash 
Association Members — i.e. 
Jordan and Pakistan ■ — and 
hopes that visits of squash 
te ams will continue between 
the two brotherly countries. 

The PIA squash team began 
playing exhibition matches 
Saturday and will continue to 
do so until Monday, after 
which it will return to Pakistan 
on Wednesday. 


Iraqi musician to give 
concert today; proceeds 
to help Iraqi people 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A oud- Arabic 
luth or guitar — concert will be 
given by leading Iraqi artist 
Nasir Shamma today at 7 p.m. 
at the Palace of Culture in 
Amman. 

Nasir Shamma is more than 
just a talented performer. He 
is a great composer and a 
musician with a broad under- 
standing of his art and tbe 
many different angles from 
which one can look or rather 
listen to music. 

He explained to the Jordan 
Times that while music can be 
an entertainment and an ear- 
pleasing art, he uses it as a 
message carrier, with different 
compositions tackling different 
subjects. 

Listening to Mr. Shamma 
this month in Amman, once at 
tbe Jordanian Writers Associa- 
tion and another time at a 
private recital, one is amazed 
at the virtuosity he displays. 
Beyond lightning fast and pre- 
cision playing, Mr. Shamma 
has introduced modem techni- 
ques to tbe traditional and 
oriental oud art. Using glissan- 
dos, treble pizzicatos — to 
suggest birds for instance — 
and Western chords he obtains 
an effective blend, and each 
time, succeeds in conveying 
the proper message he wants to 


send to his audience. 

One of the most impressive 
pieces by Mr. Shamma is the 
“Incident at Amiriah" which is 
an outstanding “sonic image” 
of the tragic event that took 
place during the Gulf war. 

Suffice to look at the faces of 
the listeners after Mr. Shamma 
has played it to realise the 
impact it makes on them. 

From the quiet before the 
storm to the frightening sirens 
and the deafening sound of 
explosions, Nasir Sbamma 
paints a picture of tbe tragedy 
with astonishing pressence. 
One can almost visualise the 
images behind the music. 

Mr. Shamma has also de- 
veloped a playing technique 
allowing performers who have 
lost one or more fingers to play 
the oud. This should not come 
as a surprise if one remembers 
the famous French gypsy jazz 
guitarist Django Reinhardt — 
a leading musician in the for- 
ties and fifties — who was able 
to play with unparalleled speed 
and expression with a three 
fingered left hand. 

Mr. Shamma's human stand 
and non-commercial approach 
to musk in general and to the 
oud in particular is rare to find 
in a field which has become a 
tough and merciless industry. 
Hie proceeds of today’s recital 
will go to the children of Iraq 
and will help supply them with 
food and medicine. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Art exhHritioa by Jmnana A1 Hussemi at Abdul Hameed 
Sboman Foundation Gallery — 10 a.m.- S pan. 

* Exhibition of ceramics by Iraqi artist Salam Jamfl A1 Nouri at 
Aha Art Gallery. 

* Art and ornamentation exhibition by SabahHaAA at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 
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Canadian 

university 

president 

in town to 

promote 

cooperation 


RAMTHA (J.T.) — The presi- 
dent of the University of Windsor 
m Canada is on a week-long visit 
to Jordan for the purpose of 
promoting cooperation between 
ins university and the Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology (JUST). 

Dr. Ron Iaxtm has been bold- 
ing meetings with JUST President 
Dr. Kamel Ajkmm promoting 
exchanges between tbe two edu- 
cational institutions and to evalu- 
ate the collaborative nursing 
education project sponsored by 
the Canadian International De- 
velopment Agency, according to 
a JUST announcement. 

The musing project, which be- 
gan in July tins year, is providing 
about $910,000 over a four year 
period in terms of materials and 
teaching programmes at 

upgrading the quality of bacca- 
laureate nursing education at 
JUST, located near tbe northern 
city of Ramtha. 

According to the statement, 
JUST faculty and twirhing assis- 
tants receive aimnjd dhncal train- 
ing at tile University of Windsor. 
Also, instructors are exchanged 
to teach in areas where the school 
may be short-staffed. 

It said that equipment and sup- 
plies needed for the project are 
being offered by tbe Canadian 
institution to improve JUST'S 
nursing laboratories and other 
related facilities. 
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Arab council 
assails 
Israeli 
practices in 
Jerusalem 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Council 
of Arab Ministers of Housing and 
Reconstruction, which concluded 
a meeting in Cairo Friday, has 
called on the international com- 
munity and world organisations 
to stand firm in the face of Israel's 
plans to change the demographic 
character of the Arab city of 
Jerusalem, Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Saad Hayed 
Surour said in Amman Saturday. 

The council reviewed a Jorda- 
nian working paper outlining 
Israel’s ongoing practices and 
plans in tbe Holy City designed to 
evict the Arab population and 
swallow up the whole city of 
Jerusalem, said the minis ter in a 
statement upon his return from 
the Cairo meeting. 

Israel's measures in the city of 
Jerusalem run contrary to U.N. 
resolutions and violate interna- 
tional laws and the 1949 Geneva 
Conventions, the council said in a 
statement after reviewing the 
Jordanian working paper. 

According to Mr. Surour, the 
council deckled to send requests 
to the United Nations to adopt 
necessary measures to halt 
Israel's practices, which violate 
the international legitimacy. The 
council also demanded that the 
U.N. organisation interfere to 
stop Israel’s encroachment on 
Arab homes and real estate in the 
Arab sector of the Holy City. 

It also called on the U.N. to 
ensure the return of all docu- 
ments stolen by tbe Israelis from 
the Sharia Courthouse in Jeru- 
salem and to put an end to all acts 
of aggression on Arab and reli- 
gious sites. 

The council has decided to 
request the Arab League to link 
the Jerusalem Documentation 
and Restoration Centre to the 
Arab League Educational Cultu- 
ral and Scientific Organisation 
(ALESCO), which will spend 
some $320,000 on financing the 
centre’s work in the 1992-1993 
period, Mr. Surour said. 

He said drat the council will 
convene a regional Arab confer- 
ence on national housing 
strategies in Cairo in late Decem- 
ber 1992. 


Ministry to increase effort 
to stem food smuggling 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The Minis- 
try of Supply is determined to 
step up cooperation with con- 
cerned authorities to stem the 
leakage of food supplies from 
Jordan through smuggling and 
a meeting is due to be held 
soon to work out details of a 
plan to achieve that goal, 
Minister of Supply Mohammad 
Saqqaf announced Saturday. 

Mr. Saqqaf made the state- 
ment at a meeting with the 
Supply Council during which a 
review of the general economic 
and supply situation in dm 
Kingdom was made and stress 
was laid on the need to ration 
food consumption and curtail 
increases in prices of food. 

According to a statement 
following the meeting, discus- 
sions tackled tbe margins of 
profit made by merchants and 



Mohammad Saqqaf 

dealers in a number of food 
particularly commodities fresh 
meat. 

Mr. Saqqaf emphasised the 
need for profit margins to be 


lowered and for more 
of good quality fresh meat to 
be made available, the state- 
ment said. 

The minister said all fresh 

meat supplied by tbe slaughter 
house should carry a disting- 
uished stamp to teU the differ- 
ence from the imported, frozen 
meat, the statement added. 

Mr. Saqqaf called on mer- 
chants and dealers of food 
commodities to attach price 
tags to each commodity at their 
stores for the benefit of the 
consumers. 

Mr. Saqqaf reiterated the 
government pursues its policy 
of issuing food coupons for 
sugar, rice and powdered milk 
and added that the Ministry of 
Supply would sell other food 
supplies, which it imports, at 
cost price. 


Cold front to bring more rain Tuesday 


By a Jordan Hums 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A cold front being 
formed in southern Greece is 
expected to affect Jordan and the 
rest of the eastern Mediterranean 
region by Tuesday morning, 
bringing rain to different parts of 
the Kingdom, according to the 
Department of Meteorology 
Saturday. 

Sunday morning is expected to 
be relatively warm as tempera- 
tures will rise to 12 degrees centi- 
grade and the forecast for Mon- 
day is even wanner, a department 
spokesman said. 

But the nights are expected to 
remain cold and nearly mostly 
dear, Jamal A1 Mousa said. 


He told the Jordan Times that 
Monday evening will bring in 
strong southern winds prior to the 
cold front Tuesday. Referring to 
the rains in southern Jordan 
Saturday morning, Mr. Mousa 
said that an isolated cold mass 
affected that region for six hours, 
bringing in rain and snow. But 
the mass later moved eastwards 
towards northern Saudi Arabia, 
he said. 

Tbe Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, earlier reported that the 
southern regions of Jordan were 
affected by heavy rain and snow 
in the morning hours of Saturday 
and that civil defence authorities 
were put on alert for emergen- 
cies. 


According to Mr. Mousa, the 
areas of muta, Shobak, Tafiteh, 
Mazar, Ghor A1 Safi, Qaser, A1 
Rashkfieh received snow as well 
as rain in the morning Saturday. 

Tafileb acting Governor Abdul 
Karim Malahmeh toured the 
different areas of the governorate 
inspecting the condition of roads 
in Rashidieh, Grandal and 
Basira. He .announced that all 
roads were passable and that civil 
defence, public works and muni- 
cipal council services were put on 
alert to deal with emergencies. 

The governor urged all citizens 
living in low lying areas to keep 
away from wadis and streams and 
to move their animaJs from these 
regions to safer areas. 


Officials deny potable water in Salt is polluted 


SALT (J.T.) — There is no truth 
in a local weekly report about 
pollution of the drinking water in 
Salt, announced local govern- 
ment and municipal officials here 
Saturday. 

Balqa Governor Faleh A1 
Gharaibeh and Salt Mayor Abdul 
Hamit Ensour emphasised this 
fact at a press conference held 
here, noting that samples of the 
d rinking water in the area are 
subjected to regular tests at 
Health Ministry laboratories. 

Thorough tests conducted on 


the water distributed to the local 
households for domestic use have 
proved it to be pure and there is 
no truth in a report published 
Thursday in a local weekly to the 
contrary, said Governor Faleh 
Gharaibeh at the press confer- 
ence. 

Samples of water taken from 
the water tower and from water 
tanks mounted on roof tops were 
tested at the laboratories and 
proved to be pure, said Mr. 
Gharaibeh. 

The governor said that water 


coming from the treatment plant 
at Wadi Shueib was being used 
solely for irrigation in the Jordan 
Valley famlands. 

Dr. Ensour said stressed that 
reports in the local weekly, which 
he declined to name, were 
groundless. 

Dr. Samir Awamleh, director 
of the Health Department m Salt, 
told the press conference that 
teams from his department were 
maintaining and monitoring strict 
control over water supplies in the 
region on daily basis. 


•J ON THE OCCASION OF O 

CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW YEAN 



Extends its best wishes to 
you and as always offers 
you the best quality of 

X-mas Log 

with chestnuts 
as well as 

the Chmtnas cake 


in addition to the best 
’ kinds of 


Cakes, Petit beaurre, Pasta, Chocolates, Ice Creams. 

The company is pleased to welcome you to the centrally heated hall for 
birthday parties and other joyful occasions . 



Soon we will offer yon selected assortments of hot and cold sandwiches. 
A Man Wa Sahlan... Merry Christinas and a happy New Year!! 
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Changing and 
chanaina worlds 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd AI Fanek 


EVEN though Russian President Boris Yeltsin's bid to join 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) is viewed as 
a long-term political aim, it nevertheless sheds more light on 
the new international order that is emerging Grom the ashes 
of the collapse of the communist regimes ia the Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe. In his latest message to Brussels, the 
Russian leader was very dear in spelling out his long range 
objectives when he described his country’s eventual associa- 
tion with NATO as ‘Very serious.” Not only that The heir 
to the throne in Moscow has specifically called for the 
acceptance of former Warsaw Pact countries, such as 
Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, in the Western 
alliance as an immediate goal. Such dramatic changes in the 
international order has led British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd to comment: “Today signifies the coming 
together of West and East” U.S. Secretory of Stole James 
Baker described the profound revolutions in the former 
communist countries at the recent inaugural meeting of the 
new NATO forum, the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, 
as a “historic day for the alliance and for all of Europe.” 

The complete turnabout in Moscow and the other former 
wimmimid capitate of Eastern Enrope is indeed historic, but 
we have to see whether this historic occasion augurs wefl for 
international peace and security or is just a new gigantic 
development cm the international arena that may sped 
gloom and despair in the developing countries of the world, 
including, of course, the Arab countries. With the ckmt of 
the Weston dub increasing worldwide, one wonders how 
the smaller countries of the world are going to cope and fore 
in the wake of the rise of Western power and whether their 
voice will get weaker and meaker by the year if not by the 
month. 

One would have thought that the Arab leaders would rise 
up to the new challenges by regrouping their countries as 
fast as possible before whatever influence they have fades 
away completely and -their vdcd^t fainter than ever. It 
would seem tha t the fast moving developments across the 
world would offer an added incentive few the Arab 
governments to rejuvenate the Arab League and rekindle 
the dormant Arab nationalism in a bid to retain for the 
Arabs a place of relevancy. Yet all recent efforts to heal 
Arab wounds, inflicted by the Golf war, have failed simply 
because there is no apparent appreciation or recognition of 
what is going around the Arab World. It would be too 
simplistic to point the finger to the Iraqi invasion and 
occupation of Kuwait last year as the root cause of 
contemporary Arab malaise and disfiguration. The real 
culprit in such a dismal Arab state of affairs is the apparent 
death of Arab nationalism and the rise on its ashes of 
provincial and parochial Arab Interests that developed 
vested interests in the status quo of Arab affairs. But that is 
not how the Arab peoples feel and think about their national 
aspirations. When these peoples take command of their 
falur e through the spread of genuine democratic institu- 
tions, then there wifi be a brighter future awaiting Arabs 
everywhere. 


ARABIC PRESS 




AL RAT expressed criticism of Arab countries, especially the 
oil-rich states for their hostile attitude towards Jordan. These 
countries interpret Jordan's efforts to mend fences with the Arab 
oil-rich states as a drive to ensure the return of their fin a n ci al 
assistance to the Kingdom, said the paper. These countries realise 
more than any other country in the world that, except for Saudi 
Arabia, not a single Arab state has honoured its financial 
commitment towards the Kingdom nor did it respect the Baghdad 
Arab summit resolutions which provided for continued financial 
assistance to the Arab countries comforting Israel, tbe paper 
pointed out. These countries, which speak of their determination 
to refrain from helping Jordan, are deceiving themselves for the 
sample reason that they had never offered Jordan any help, the 
paper continued. It said that these oil-rich states would commit a 
grave error if they imagined that the Jordanian people would die 
of hunger, thirst or odd because of the oil-rich states' hostile 
stand,' tbe paper added. It said that the Jordanians are ready to 
confront all hardships and ready to maintain steadfastness and 
.confrontation because they are determined never to go back on 
tbeir pledge to defend their homeland and their nation. While 
'Stressing this fact, Jordan is making it dear that it will succumb to 
'no one except to the will of God and it will remain steadfast 
following in the footsteps of the earlier builders and forefathers 
who endured all the difficulties and overcome all obstacles 
through resolve and perseverance, the paper said. It said despite 
its meagre resources, Jordan will survive through the deep pride 
of its people and their achievement and with the help of numerous 
friends around the world. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir is justified to express his 
satisfaction over the outcome of the aborted peace talks in 
Washington amply because such a situation serves Israel's 
interests, said A! Dostoor daily. But President Bush has not right 
to express his disapp oin tment with die outcome of tbe meetings 
became it is his administration which should be held responsible 
for the results, the paper said. President Bush's disa p po intm ent 
resulted from the U.S. administration's disregard of die rights of 
the Palestinians and its condoning of Israel’s practices in die 
occupied Arab territories and at the negotiation session that led to 
the deadlock, the paper pointed out. The U.S. president should 
realise that it was Israel’s insistence on ignoring the independent 
re p r es en tation of the Palestinian people at the Washington talks 
that led to tbe collapse of die talks, die paper continued. The 
United States adopted a very negative stand with regard to 
Israel’s intransigence and refrained horn exercising any pressure 
cm Israel to force it to respect the agreements and to comply with 
the requirements of the peace process, said tbe paper. 


Adjustment for our own sake 


TWO objections are frequently offered against the economic 
adjustment programme, sponsored by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), sometimes from the same sources. The first 
objection claims that the programme was formulated to serve tbe 
interests of the lenders, even if that meant squeezing the 
Jordanian people through higher prices and more taxes because 
the IMF is, first and foremost, an agent acting on behalf of the 
lenders. The second objection argues that the economic adjust- 
ment programme did not try to solve the indebtedness problem. 
On tbe contrary, they claim, it tried to inflate it and let it grow. The 
evidence is that Jordan will not be required to make a net transfer 
of funds in favour of the creditors as a whole during the years of 
the programme. Jordan will be allowed to enjoy more fresh credit 
facilities than the repayments made and will be given an 
arrangement whereby the (rid debts will be rescheduled with a 
relatively long grace period. 

Perhaps the best answer to those two objections is to point out 
the apparent fact that they contradict and discredit each other. 
Those who negotiated the programme on behalf of tbe IMF wish 
that Jordan were able to repay all the principal and interest 
installments when they fall due, but they find such a case rather 
impossible. They found out that, even if all installments and 


interest payments were suspended until further notice, that would 
not be enough because there will remain a further gap in foreign 
exchange, which has to be dosed by foreign grants and fresh 
credit, otherwise certain commodities mil disappear from the 
domestic market and their prices will go sky-high, just like what 
happened during the foreign exchange crisis of 1988/1989. The 
reason is obviously that Jordan's earnings of foreign exchange are 
not sufficient to accommodate the immediate needs even if debts 
were not served and consequently foreign aid were frozen, 
especially in die absence of Arab aid and the impossibility of 
raising funds through credit facilities. '■ 

The darm that the adjustment programme will squeeze the 
Jordanian people and cut down on their standard of living in order 
to save resources for die benefit of the tenders is refuted by the 
fact that there will be no net repayment of debt during the 
programme. Of course, there will be some repayment of 
commercial banks’ loans with harsh terms and conditions by 
taking soft loans for which write-off and relief will be more 
.applicable in the future. The sacrifices, which the people will be 
called upon to make, are for our own sake not for tbe sake of the 
lenders. 

The other claim that the programme is meant to pile up loans at 
the expense of the Jordanian economy, to keep it more dependent 



Is Zionism racism? 


By E. Yaghi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

'ZIONISM arose in the 
■nineteenth century Europe and is 
an adjunct of European colonial- 
ism. It is absurd that Jewfsu 
settler colonialism is legitimised 
in the age of decolonisation. The 
very formation of the state of 
Israel is not only nationalist poli- 
tical Zionism, bat a principle of 
not a Jewish stale but a state for 
Jews. A Jewish state would be a 
society modelled on the laws of 
- Moses with a religious basis, but a 
state of Jews, which was bora in 
the mind of Theodore Hcrzl, the 
founder of Zionism, would be as 
it has now become, a state free of 
prophetic or Talmudic tradition. 
In his diary, Herd determined 
how to rid Palestine of its indige- 
nous population either by force 
or trickery. 

Zionism was and still is a poli- 
tical ideology to establish a state 
which would "ingather” all Jews 
in Palestine. Naturally, (here is a 
sharp distinction between Juda- 
ism and Zionism because the 
former is a religion practised by 
Jews throughout the world while 
Zionism is the fire that keeps the 
portrayal of Eretz Israel burning. 
Zionism is not a concept to inte- 
grate Jews into other societies all 
over the world, whether in tbe 
United States, Western Europe 
or Soviet Russia, but a manipula- 
tion of money and political power 
to finance a military state for 
Jews only. Paralleling anti-Zion- 
ism with anti-Semitism is a distor- 
tion of facts and troth. It is 
pertinent to note that both Arabs 
and Jews at the time of Ishmael 
and Isaac, descended from the 
sens of Prophet Abraham and 
were both Semites. However, 
Judaism has ceased trrfoe a race of 


people in the true sense of tbe 
word, but a religion. 

The word “race,” correctly 
speaking, is a biological term. 
Terms, : therefore, such as the' 
“Trench race . or English race” 
are erroneous and misleading. 
Popular concepts of “race” with 
biological ideals led to the misuse 
of race classifications and the 
massacre of millions of people 
under Hitler’s regime. Today ra- 
cial discrimination is more subtie. 
The South African government 
justifies its apartheid policies by 
arguing that separation of races 
contributes to more positive de- 
velopment of both. 

Zionists argue that they are not 
racist when they claim that non- 
Jews have the right to vote and be 
elected to the Knesset. They also 
cite the “anti-radst” law passed 
in the Knesset in 1986, which 
prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of race, colour or ethnic 
heritage. However, a government 
need not immitate the Nazis, who ' 
openly boasted racial superiority, 
to be judged as a racist state. The 
“anti-radst” law in Israel is uni- 
que. Even though it stipulates 
that there shall be no discrimina- 
tion on the basis of race, there 
can be and is discrimination on 
the basis of religion. “Religion” 
was purposely left out of tbe law 
and religious discrimination is not 
illegal, thus making it common 
practice, with the blessings of the 
Israeli government, for the in- 
ferior ami bigot treatment of non- 
Jews. 

Israel was proclaimed a state 
like no other because it was de- 
clared a state of the Jewish peo- 
ple. This applies not only to 
holders of Israeli passports but to 
all Jews wherever they 1 live. This 
is like sayinig the official religion 
of Jordan is Islam, therefore, all 


Muslims, tbe world over, must 
become Jordanian dtizens and 
procure Jordanian passports. 
Terrorism and violence are trade- 
marks of Zionist history. David 
Ben-Gurion, Golda Meir, 
Meoachem Begin, Moshe Dayan, 
Yitzhak Shamir, along with the 
rest of the Israeli higher echelon 
and who were mostly born out- 
side Palestine and therefore alien 
to it, happen to afl have been 
members of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine during the period of 
the British Mandate, which plan- 
ned and coordinated Zionist 
underground terrorist activities 
or were active members of the 
illegal undergorund terrorist 
organisations. 

While Israeli leaders today use 
international platforms to indig- 
nantly protest the Palestine 
Arabs’ justification to figh t for 
their rights in tbeir own home- 
land, they should be reminded of 
their own Zionist record of how 
they acquired the homes, lands, 
property and country of the 
Palestinians, a process which still 
continues as evident in the Jewish 
confiscation of Arab homes in 
Silwan. The Zionist movement, 
from the beginning, sought to 
achieve a Jewish majority in 
Palestine and establish a state for 
Jews on as much of the land as 
possible. This has been achieved 
by the continuous promo t ion of 
Jewish mass immigr ation, con- 
fiscation of Arab tracts of land 
and homes which Jews call the 
“inalienable property" of the 
Jewish people and displacing of 
Arabs from lands and jobs 
whenever their presence con- 
flicted with Zionist interests. 

Zionism has ignored the exist- 
ence of native Palestinians, de- 
clared them non-people and proc- 
laimed their land empty in 


and exposed to foreign influences is meaningless. Tbe IMF and 
the creditors will not refuse to get paid on time or even prepaid, if 
Jordan is able to make tbe payments. However, repayment of aO 
the debts may mean hard times for people, beyond toteranre, amt 
no one in his right mind would want that to happen/ 

The programme deals with the foreign debt crisis in tbe 
following manner. 

(a) Rescheduling of debts with a grace period of ten yean, 

(b) Reducing interest rate payable during the grace period to a 

symbolic level. . . . 

(c) Securing new sources of soft credit to help in repayment of 
old debt and dose the gap in the balance of payments. 

(d) Using this time to reform the economy in a systematic 
manner. 

There is nothing in the programme that obliges us not to repay 
the outstanding debt or to borrow fresh funds that we don't need. . 
The programme is a life vest which we can use to avoid drowning 
and be able to swim towards tbe safe shore. It is up to those who 
prefer to drown to do it, but they should not ask their people to 
join them in their suicidal endeavour. 


Bosnia- 
Herzegovina - 
Yugoslavia’s 
next hot spot? 


accordance with the application 
of 19th century European colo- 
nial techniques to tbe Asian and 
African continents. Zionism is 
also a nationalist theory which 
encourages the exter min ation of 
tthe Palestinian people. 

| Because Resolution 3379, pas- 
ted in 1975 by the U.N. General 
frVssembly and equating Zionism 
with racism has been rescinded, 
conditions might possibly worsen 
for Palestinians Irving within the 
occupied territories even though 
since die resolution wass passed 
conditions never improved for 
the indigenous non-Jewish na- 
tives of Palestine. However, res- 
cinding the resolution is an effort 
to overlook all the years of blood- 
shed during Israel’s reign of ter- 
ror on die part of the members of 
that "peaceful” body, the U.N., 
who s upp o r ted military aggres- 
sion against Iraq and who are still 
enforcing economic sanctions. 
And, after all, the moral integrity 
of tbe U.N. is at stake! That same 
integrity which never enforced 
U.N. resolutions 242 and 338 . 
which the state of Israel conve- 
nientiy and completely ignored. 
And tins professed moral integri- 
ty does not hear the cries of the 

victims of Israel atrocities that are 

pommitted daily in tbe name of 
Bemoaacy. Zionist “assured sup- 
remacy” is guaranteed by the 
west and most specifically, by 
•America. The non-recognition of 
tbe Palestinian people “was the 1 
cornerstone of Zionist policy” < 
initiated by Chaim Weizmann 
and faithfully carried out by ' 
David Ben-Gurion and his sue-' 
cessors. This diplomacy can be 
seen at the Washington peace 
cohfbrence where Israelis refuse i 
to negotiate with an individual 
Palestinian representation. 


By Hugh Pain 

Reuter 

BELGRADE — Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, Yugoslavia’s land- 
locked central republic pointing 
like an arrowhead into the heart 
of Croatia, was onoe the trigger 
for toe worst war the world had 
known. 

In 1991, with conflict already 
flaring on its border, it is trying to 
avoid again being toe cause of a 
wider war. 

The European Community’s 
agreement on Tuesday to recog- 
nise the independence of Croatia 
and Slovenia means tbe end of 
Yugoslavia within the borders 
created in 1918, but leaves unde- 
cided the future of its four re- 
maining republics. 

Also unresolved is whether 
Croatia will be allowed to secede- 
with afl its present territory, or 
whether the lands inhabited by its 
600,000-strong Serb minority will 
be left behind. 


will die in Bosnia. Mflitarily it 
would be easier for us, but h is 
not human for us to desire this to 
happen.” 

The capital of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina is Sarajevo, whose 
name still strikes a dreadful chord 
in toe world's collective memory. 

It was there on June 28, 1914, 
the Archduke Franz Ferdinad, 
heir to. the Austro-Hungarian 
empire, was shot dead along with 
his wife, with consequences dial 
spread rapidly from tire Balkans 
to set off World War I. 

Perhaps with tins in min d the 
republic’s mixed population rub- 
bed along well enough until the 
current unrest in Yugoslavia be- 
gan. 

■ But Krajina, a large Serb area 
fir Groatia, has' said it will proc- 
laim itself a republic on ThuiSr 
dayj;and if this/were to have any 
practical effect, Krajina would 
want to join not with distant 
Serbia but with the Serbs next 
door in Bosnia. 
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Most of their lands border not 
Serbia but Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
whose ethnic make-up — 44 per 
cent Muslim, 31 per cent Serb 
and 17 per cent Croat, plus other 
small minorities is the most 
varied in Yugoslavia. 

This volatile mixture and its 
position, sandwiched between 
Croatia and Serbia, put it at 
severe risk of being drawn into 
toe war that has killed several 
thousand people in the past six 
months. 

Croatia's Serbs violently 
oppose being dragged into inde- 
pendence, and the Serb-led 
federal army supports them, 
avowedly in tbe name of self- 
determination. 

Tens of thousands of these Serbs 

have already fled to Bosnian * 
towns and tbe violence has spilled 
across the border, most recently 
in a series of explosions in the 
southern town of Mostar, raising 
tensions in toe republic. 

The Croatian chief of staff. 
General Anton Tus, last week 
frankly admitted that Bosnia's 
entry into the war would help his 
cause by stretching the resources 
of the federal army. 

But he said the cost would be 
high. 

“If thousands are dying in 
Croatia, then tens of thousands 


This in torn would certainly 
trigger moves by Bosnia's Croats 
to unite with newly independent 
Croatia, leaving some two nriUkw 
Musl i ms alone in a fragmented 
homeland. 

To pre-empt this possibility 
Bosnia-Herzegovina’s astute 
Muslim president Alija Izetbego- 
vic, last October enlisted the sup- 
port of the republic’s Croats to 
declare Bosnia-Herzegovina 
“sovereign." 

Although the Serbs were 
offered greater autonomy, their 
deputies walked out, seeing the 
move as a step away from Serb- 
led Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Izetbegovic has also said 
that if Croatia and Slovenia be- 
came independent, his republic 
would do likewise — a move bound 
to be resisted by Belgrade. 

' The secession and impemfing 
recognition of their northern 
neighbours “will put (the Besom 
Muslims and Croats in a hot 
corner, as they will be foxicedto 
ask for independence and the 
Serbs will refuse. I can see. there 
will be trouble,” said a Western 
diplomat. 

Another diplomat agreed:- 
“There is going to be a lot of beat 
on the non-Serbs in Bosnia to 
stay in Yugoslavia, and that is 
going to be a problem.”'-- 


U.S. gropes for influence as Soviet Union crumbles 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States, accustomed to influencing 
and sometimes dictating world 
events, is mostly a spectator to 
toe crumbling of the Soviet Un- 
ion and analysts say it ma y be 
powerless to avert chaos there. 

U-S. officials, diplomats and 
Soviet affairs experts differ on 
how much leverage Washington 
may still have. But they agree it 
should strive to persuade the ' 
breakaway republics to meet con- 
cerns about nuclear weapons 
safeguards, economic stability 
and respect for human rights and 
borders. 

U.S. Secretary of State Janies 
Baker’s mission to -Moscow, 


Kiev, Minsk and possibly other 
republican capitals starting on 
Saturday now takes on added 
weight. 

The visit was precipitated by 
Ukraine's overwhelming vote on 
Dec. 1 to secede from toe Soviet 
Union. 

But an even more historic act 
occurred on Sunday when tbe 
leaders of Russia, Ukraine and 
Byelorussia — largely Slavic re- 
publics controlling toe bulk of 
Soviet populace, power and trea- 
sure — announced the dissolution 
of the Soviet Union and agreed to 
a “commonwealth of indepen- 
dent states” in its place. 

Far longer than many analysts 
thought wise, toe Bush adminis- 
tration remained loyal to Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev and 
his notion that the central author- 


ity in Moscow could re main a 
basis for a stable post-Soviet con- 
federation. 

Events of the past week 
changes that, although President 
George Bush still deeply appreci- 
ates Mr. Gorbachev's rote as toe 
leader who made possible the 
death of communism and the 
freeing of Eastern Europe. 

“I think the Soviet Union as 
we’ve known it no longer exists,” 
Mr. Baker said on Sunday in a 
television interview. 

While predicting there would 
be efforts to keep “some sort of a 
centre," he acknowledged 
tiie U.S. spectator role, saying; 
“Who’s to say what the powers of 
that (centre) will be? Who's to 
say whether it will be a loose 
confederation of sovereign states, 


independent republics or... some 
sort of commonwealth or whether 
it will be more than that.” 
Senior State Department offi- 
cials emphasise that the Soviet 
people will determine the out- 
come of the revolution. 

Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler said on Mon- 
day the communique issued by 
tiie Russian, Byelorussian and 
Ukrainian leaders was comforting 
because it endorsed many princi- 
ples Washington has laid down as 
markers for better relations be- 
tween the emerging republics and 
the United States. 

But even though tbe dismtegrar 
tion of toe seven-decade-old 
Soviet Union has been peaceful, 
toe f utur e risks are apparent. 

Mr. Baker referred to tbe 
“great danger associated with 


these transformations” such as a 
Yugoslavia-Hke rirvfl war “with 
nuclear weapons thrown in." The 
Soviet arsenal is dispersed among 
Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan and 


Graham Allison of Harvard 
University, who has advised 
Soviet democratic groups, ex- 
pressed similar fears and said 
that, even without dvfl war, the 
trend is towards a crumbling of 
authority that may alter even 
existing republican borders. 

Added Gabriel Schoenfekl of 
the Centre Cor Strategic and In- 
ternational Studies: “There has 
been a tendency in debate here to 
overemphasise the role of the 
United States... (it) will not 
shape the. outcome no m atte r 
what it does.” 

Catherine Kelleher of toe 


Brookings Institution, in an inter- 
view with Renters, agreed toe 
United States “can’t pre v ent toe. 
slide into chaos.” 

“Everybody who’s been toeae 
yd comes back says the same 
tiring — that it’s degener a ting, 
into a Third World country and 
the worst part is not just the;- 
breakdown of the standards ih 

terais <rf everyday life but ibeEidf 

of hope and the despair.” : - 
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US: cannot assume passive role’ 
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, {Canted from page 1) 

intervene. Certainly this is not 
passive. And there may be con- 
straints and considerations — 
domestic.' international or exter- 
nal — for the U.S. not to play 
immediately an effective rote, but 
we don't think they can maintain 
such a passive-, sepetafor rote.” 
- “I think they have a lot of clout 
with the Israeli government that 
can be used to bring Israel around 
to comply /with the agreements 
that par together die peace pro- 
cess,” she said.. “It is a question 
of having the political will and the 


Asked whether the Palestinian 
side might call for die reconven- 
ing of the Middle East peace 
conference which adjourned in 
Madrid in November, Dr. Ashra- 


“Of coarse, we are keeping the 
option open. It is always possible. 
Bat we don't think it is probable 
because within the mechanism of 
dm invitation one party has the 
veto right. Israel insisted on this 
as a precondition.” 

Under the ground rules set by 
the co-sponsors in response to 
IsraeB pressure, the peace confer- 
ence could be reconvened only 
with the consent of all parties 
involved. 

The Arab-Israeli bilaterals are 
tentatively scheduled to recon- 
vene on Jan. 7 in Washington, 
bat Israel appears to maintain its 
demand that the talks shift to . the 
Middle East. However, observers 
expected the negotiations to re- 
sume in Washington on Jan. 7. 

Dr. Ashrawi said the Palesti- 
nian delegation was informally 
familiar with the tetter of assur? 
ances that the U.S. has provided 
to Israel, Jordan, Syria and Leba- 
non prior to the peace conference 
but the Americans had not for- 
mally provided copies to die 
Palestinian team, which has also 
received an American letter of 
assurances. 

“We asked for them, but they 
told us *we can tell yon what’s in 
them',” bat pat off providing 
copies to a “later stage in negotia- 
tions,” Dr. Ashrawi said. In any 
event, she added, “I don’t t hink it 
is a great secret what is in them.” 

Answering another question. 
Dr. Ashrawi said the Palestinian 
delegation did not expect any 
Israeli mistreatment per sc of the 
negot i at o rs, but predicted that 
the occupation power would esca- 
late its arbitrary measures against 
the Palestinians living in tiie occu- 
pied territories in an attempt, to 
pressure the delegation into 


ather accepting the Israeli condi- 
tions or quitting the peace talks. 

“One thing we have learnt is 
that Israel is capable of creating 
worse and worse conditions even 
when we think it has reached the 
rock bottom,” she said. “It 
always find more and more dras- 
tic measures.” K 

She described the Paletanians 
Irving trader Israeli occupation as 
“hostages of the peace' process.” 
and added: “The harassment of 
the captive Palestinian popula- 
tion, we expect, will continue and 
escalate ... (as a way) of manipu- 
lating and exploiting (Israel's) illegal 
power over the captive popula- 
tion in order to create hostilities, 
in order to send a message to the 
Palestinian delegation that peace 
is very costly (and) in order to 
force us to withdraw and there- 
fore be ready to face the consequ- 
ences of the withdrawal.” 

Dr. Ashrawi said the Palesti- 
nian delegation had learnt in 
Washington that there was no 
change in the Moscow venue or 
Jan. 28-29 date for the multilater- 
al phase of Mideast negotiations. 
But she refused to “enter into any 
discussions over these talks.” 

“The only side that can decide 
on this issue is our political lead- 
ership, the liberation organisa- 
tion,” she said. “We refuse the 
conditions on the bilateral talks 
and we insist that there should be 
progress in the bilaterals before 
we go to the multilaterals.” 

Sources dose to the Palestinian 
delegation said the negotiators 
had asked Washington that the 
PLO, which has so far been kept 
on the sidelines of the peace 
process because of Israeli objec- 
tions to Healing with the organisa- 
tion, should be invited to attend 
the Moscow conference. 

The multilateral phase is ex- 
pected to have an enhanced parti- 
cipation, including the European 
Community, the Gulf Arab states 
and the Arab Maghreb states, 
Japan and Canada among others. 
The Moscow talks will discuss 
issues such as regional resources, 
induding water, movement of re- : 
fugees, the environment and dis- 
armament. j 

Dr. Ashrawi said the Palesti- j 
Qians were also hoping for a 
bigger role for the European 
Community in the peace process 
and hinted that they would like to 
see European pressure on Israel 
to break the impasse in the bi- 
laterals. 

While Dr. Ashrawi was re- 
served in her criticism of the 
U.S., Palestinian negotiators 
were more sceptical of the Agier- 


Kuwait launchesfiresh sweep 


(Continued from page 1) 

passport and after seeing he had 
retained to die emirate during 
the occupation, they jguve him an 
exit stamp. He must leave within 
two weeks. 

A 58-year-old Palestinian man, 
who has been out of a job for 16 
months and lived in Kuwait for 30 
years, was packing up his family 
and leaving for Amman on Satur- 
day to start again. 

“I am going to start from 
scratch. I don’t have a job in 
Amman, no family, nowhere to 
stay, but I must go. It is obvious 
they are not going to give us 
residence permits,” he said. 

He said Palestinians who re- 
turned to the emirate while it was 
under occupation or had ‘sent 
their luggage out and had an Iraqi 


entry stamp in their passports 
saying so were not being allowed 
to stay. 

“According to authorities here , 
we entered Kuwait in an illegal 
way because we have no entry 
stamp to Kuwait. We had to 
come via Iraq,’' he said. “We 
have only God to depend upon in 
the future." 

A Palestinian woman in her 
forties said security men took her 
husband, a gardener, from their 
home 10 days ago on the grounds 
that he worked during the Iraqi 
occupation. 

She said he telephoned her to 
ask for warm clothes on Thursday 
and told her he was being held in 
a school in preparation for de- 
portation. 

“It’s the end of a chapter for 
us,” said her son. 


Israel releases three Lebanese 


(Caathwed from page 1) 

Israel considers Sheikh _Obeid 
its trump card in arranging an 
exchange of the missing service- 
men for hundreds of Lebanese 
prisoners held in the Jewish state 
and the “security zone.” 

Mr. Ficco, having won the re- 
lease of all British and U.S. hos- 
tages srince August, was in the 
Syrian capital Damascus on 


Saturday after his latest mission 
to Tehran, diplomats said. 

The U.N. envoy is pressing for 
the release of Arad and two 
Germans, the last two Western 
hostages held in Lebanon , and 
the return of the bodies of killed 
U.S. and British captives. 

“With Picco’s record of suc- 
cess, we of course expect him to 
come up with something good 
soon,” said a diplomat in Beirut. 


11 republics sign agreement 


(Cootmned from page 1) 

rious World War II power, is a 
founding member of the United 
Nations and a permanent mem- 
ber of the Security Council with 
veto power. 

As an inducement to Soviet 
leader Josef Stalin to join the 
United Nations, Byelorussia and 
the Ukraine were given separate 
seats in addition to that of the 
Soviet Union. 

The leaders rejected tbe 60- 
year-old Gorbachev's suggestion 
of a temporary “commonwealth 
citizenship” to avoid ethnic con- 


“Ttais (the commonwealth) is 
not a state. Therefore it can have 
no citizen ship,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

Tbe agreement has to be rati- 
fied by foe 11 republican parlia- 
ments. 

The Baltic republics of Esto- 
nia, Latvia and Lithuania had 
gained their independence after 
tbe failed coup tht precipitated 
the collapse of tbe onion. 

Tbe presidents of the common- 
wealth member states will estab- 
lish a supreme coordinating body. 


In addition, a council of the 
member states’ prime ministers 
would be formed to coordinate 
economic policy. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who came to 
power in March 1985 and un- 
leashed the most sweeping re- 
forms in the nation’s history, will 
make a nationally televised 
address, according to his spokes- 
man, Andrei Grachev. He did 
not say when that would occur. 

Mr. Gorbachev “will make a 
decision on what has happened in 
Alma-Ata in the nearest future,” 
said Mr. Grachev, whose remarks 
were reported by the Interfax 
news agency. 

At his news conference in 
Alma-Ata following the signing 
ceremony, Mr. Yeltsin said he 
wanted an orderly transition of 
power. 

“We are treating Mikhail Gor- 
bachev with the proper respect 
and don’t want to keep the coun- 
try’s tradition that was started in 
1917 to bury and rebury each 
head of state and consider him a 
criminal,” Mr. Yeltsin said. “In a 
civilised country, one should put 
an end to this.” 


tcan rote in the peace process. 

Washington “is not expected to 
play an active role as a co-sponsor 
of Arab-Israeli talks in the near 
future because of its preoccupa- 
tion with internal policies and 
issues related to the emerging 
new Russian commonwealth,” 
delegate Saeb Erekat was quoted 
as saying by the Associated Press. 

Dr. Erekat said while the joint 
delegation turned down eight 
proposals submitted by Israel to 
break the Washington stalemate 
since all of them “rejected a 
separate Palestinian-Israeli 
track,” the U.S. had asked the 
Palestinians to “comply with the 
Israeli demands.” 

Samir Abdullah, another dele- 
gate, said Israel had agreed to the 
Jan. 7 date but not committed to 
Washington as the venue. 

“Arabs want negotiations to 
reconvene in Washington,” Mr. 
Abdullah told AP. “But they 
(Israelis) kept playing their same 
(rid tone: 'We want negotiations 
to shift to tbe Middle East’.” 

The Palestinian delegation is 
expected to cross the River Jor- 
dan to the occupied territories 
Sunday. 


Arafat — in the eyes of the beholder 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

THIS book, worth reading, is a 
timely one, published in 1991 
by William Heinman Ltd. The 
authors, John and Janet Wai- 
ted), are both American Jews. 
Their book was painstakingly 
written, and their reporting is 
fair and unbiased. 

John Wallach was tbe BBCs 
first visiting foreign affairs cor- 
respondent and still contri- 
butes regularly. Wallach is 
foreign editor of the Hearst 
Newspapers and has won many 
journalism awards, including 
the 1987 Edwin Hood Award 
for his coverage of the Iran- 
contra affair. Janet Wallach 
has written cover stories for 
the Washington Post maga- 
zine. The Wallachs are the 
co-authors of a highly praised 
book about the Palestinian in- 
tifada titled “Still Small 
Voices.” 

I enjoyed reading this clear 
and lurid book and I recom- 


mend that it be ready by every- 
one interested In the Middle 
East problems in general and 
the Palestine problem in par- 
ticular as it gives a good insight 
into these issues. To be able to 
write this book, tbe authors 
travelled far and wide, espe- 
cially in the Middle East coun- 
tries, and met many of Arafat’s 
relatives, friends and close 
advisors. They have also inter- 
viewed hundreds of key perso- 
nalities, including Western and 
Middle East leaders, both 
Arabs and Jews. 

Tbe book is not a biography 
of Arafat iu the strict sense of 
the term but rather one on 
Arafat as seen or beheld by 
persons who came into contact 
or dealt with him. Neverthe- 
less, the book reveals many 
aspects of the private life of 
Arafat, as well as of his paren- 
tage, both of which have been 
so far shrouded in mystery. 
This was the result of very long 
hours of interviews the authors 


bad with Arafat. Thus, the 
interest in the book (tees not 
lie solely in finding out things 
about Arafat himself, but also 
in the wide-ranging investiga- 
tion, carried oat by the au- 
thors, cm the Middle East 
problems and the persons and 
countries involved or in- 
terested in these problems. 

The hardback book consists 
of 482 pages arranged in 22 
chapters. In addition, it con- 
tains copies of some important 
documents on tbe Palestine 
question, a glossary on major 
Palestinian organisations, a 
bibliography and a conclusion. 
The New York Times com- 
mented: “It is a book compre- 


hensive in scope and detail." 

hi the “conclusion” part of 
the book, at tbe page 465, the 
authors state: “As Jews, we 
must insist that Israel's security 
needs not only be met but 
guaranteed; as Americans, we 
must insist the Palestinians* 
national rights be secured.” 

BOOK REVIEW 

They add: “We have crane 
away convinced that tbe PLO 
leader wants a peaceful solu- 
tion. a reconciliation of terri- 
tory for peace.... That it is a 
life and death struggle which 
can only be resolved by nego- 


tiations between the opposing 
sides.” 

The authors reported also 
that Arafat told them: “In this 
moment in history, we have 
the right to be treated as hu- 
man beings- Self-determina- 
tion is a sacred right for every- 
body, for every nations, for 
every people. I am waiting for 
an Israeli de Gaule come and 
sign the peace of conrageons 
men: for the sake of new gen- 
erations of Israelis and for the 
sake of our new generations, 
for their children and for 
ours.” 

Tbe epilogue of the book is 
one of the most exciting part as 
it narrates the sincere but alas, 
fruitless mediation undertaken 
by Arafat between Saddam 
and tbe Kuwaiti leaders before 
the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq. 


YES, 

IT’S BACK AGAIN 






O o' 


NOW, AFTER THE GRAND 
RE-OPENING CELEBRATIONS 
OF AL W ALIM A RESTAURANT, 
ENJOY THE NEW THEMES 
THAT WILL BE PERFORMED 
EVERY EVENING IN A VERY 
EXCITING ATMOSPHERE. 

THIS WEEK JOIN US FOR 
OPERA NIGHT, A NIGHT TO 
REMEMBER. 

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE 
CALL 660100 EXT. 2002. 


AMMAN 


'o G 


Ultra Electronics Centre 

Amman - Jordan 


- Do you have an IBM XT or COMPATIBLE ?? 

- Do you have a problem with new Software ? 

- Do you want to add AT Expansion Cards But Can't ?? 

WE HAVE THE SOLUTION !! 

UPGRADE your XT to a new AT 286 - 16 with 1Mbyte RAM 

For only 1 39 J.D. !!! 

And Experience the SPEED & POWER. 

With Full Warranty!! 

CallUEC today on 697188 or 691207 

From: 8,30 am to 1.30 pm 
3.30 pm to 6.30 pm 


Harriott 


PO Box 926333. Amman, Jordan Tel 660100 Tlx 21145 MARJOT JO Fax 670100 


JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKINGTaIR FREKSHl ’ 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
| DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
j_AND. RESERVATIONS^ 

AMIN KAWAR 8> SONS 

604676 60469b ^ 
TAW. AMMAN y 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Tikinwiy e n rto i 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tot. 630968 



CROWN § 

INT’L EST. - 
Packing, shipping, | 
forwarding, storage, jj 
clearing, door-to-door S 
service 1 

P Agents afl over (ho 

\ Tel: 664090 R 
Fax: 690652 ■ 

.P.O.Box 926487 AmmanA 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


4 Rent fr Sate 

* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoun Real 


r RENT ^ 

Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 

r^sT] real estate 

1=1 “R” 

ns 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 





rel. 810605, 810609, 
F»v- 810520. 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 I 


DELUXE fr SUPER DELUXE 

APARTMENTS VILLAS 
& SEMI VILLAS ! 
GET THE BEST AT j 

JAMAL RZAL ESTATE 


835859 






1 MANDARIN RESTAURANT I 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

[Open Il-JtfJ.jp * KOMUMt 

Tarim away Is avaBobte 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l . 
|T«L 661322, Amman] 

Coca Tasted 

l Always Loved r 


On The Occasion Of Christmas 

oSL 

offers a 40 % discount on 
SWAROV5KI 
Austrian crystal items 
The offers last until the end of 1991. 

Jaba! Amman - Second Circle, 
tel: 641816-642397 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 


JUMBO photo 
m 30% larger 

Free Mntal Fnmm 
13 x 18 con 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12M-1SM& 1830-2330 
Tel: 03-314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every ; 
room...! i 


International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch &’ Dinner 

For Reservaluui: Jcbel Amman ■ 
Third Circle Tel. lilROOtl - tt/SObf 


o ' “‘-Kvj j 

TTv Regency Palace Hotel 


LOBBY LOUNGE 


DAILY PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P0 8 O' 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


■■■■ i iiih.'i ijk 


■ ■■•■■■iiirniia 

■ ■■■■■iiiiL U L iiMiaaiid 

wmiiaiiMiiiiiiiiuiiil 
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Trenary will not compete [ IOC to use tougher qualifying standards 


for 1992 Olympic team 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Olym- 
pic dream has been shattered for 
JflJ Trenary. 

Continuing ankle problejns, an 
inability to adjust to new coaches 
and discomfort with changes in 
the sport have forced the three- 
time U.S. figure skating queen to 
withdraw from next month's 
National Championships. 
Although she is not ruling out 
going alter a berth on the U.S. 
team in 1994, Trenary will not 
pursue a spot at Albertville. 

Those three spots will be de- 
cided at the U.S. nationals in 
Orlando, Florida, in early 
January. 

*T gave it my best try and felt 
there were too many stumbling 
blocks and barriers along the way 
I could not overcome,” the 1990 
world champion said Friday. “I 
won’t say one thing put me over 


the edge.” 

The 23-year-old Trenary hasn't 
recovered quickly enough from a 
right ankle injury, which led to a 
staph infection and required two 
operations. She missed the entire 
1991 season. 

She also is having problems 
with bursitis in her left ankle. 

“It’s a combination of con- 
tinuing ankle and boot problems 
and other things,’' she said. “I 
feel strongly and good about the 
decision.” 

With Trenary sidelined, the 
United States still swept the med- 
als at last year’s World Cham- 
pionships. Kristi Yamaguchi, 
Tonya Harding — the defending 
national champion — and Nancy 
Kerrigan won those medals and 
will be heavy favourites to make 
the Olympic team. 




JORDAN PHOSPHATE NUNES 
CO LTD 

Invitation To Tender 
No. 23F/91 


-JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. 
23F/91 for the supply of 10 units of 50 tonnes 
rear dump truck for Eshidiya Mine. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in the Amman Supply Department. Ap- 
plication for documents should be accompanied 
by a non-refundable fee of JD 1 25 for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submission tender is 
14:00 hours local time Thursday, 6th, Feb. 
1992. 

Wasef Azar 
Managing Director 


HOTEL AQUAMAR1NA in 

Three nights/four days per person JD 29.000 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
and lunch. 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6255 


HOTEL AQUAMAR1NA 11 

Three nights/four days per person JD 25.00 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6250 


AQUAMAR1NA HOTEL — CLUB 1 

Three nights/four days per person JD 48.00 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
and dinner buffet barbeque in Blue Lagoon 
Restaurant with MAHA, the Arabic Singer (for 
families only). 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6250 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH H1RSCH 
©1901 Tifeune Mala Sftnricas. Inc 


NINE PLUS ONE EQUALS TEN 


I* Both vulnerable. East deals. 

•; ’ NORTH 

* j 7 

<8642 

% * Q 10 7 6 3 

- WEST EAST 

'4653 48 

-76 7 K J 10 9 3 2 

;0 A J 5 3 o K 10 9 

♦ K9852 4 A J 4 

SOUTH 

4AKQ 10 942 
7AQ74 
< Q 7 
4 Void 
The hiAKftgr 

. 'East Sooth West North 

-i 7 4 4 Dbl Pass 


Opening lead: Six of 7 
The good book tails us that it is 
; more blessed to give than to receive. 

' At the bridge table, that’s a sure-fire 
■ formula for going broke— but there 
are exceptions. 

Once East had opened one heart. 
South gave up all thoughts of slam 
and simply made the value bid. 
West's double can be attributed ei- 
ther to a fit of pique or knowledge of. 
declarer’s ability, we would not have 
been confident of a double of six 


West led the singleton heart and 
East made the good technical play 


of the nine — West surely was not 
leading away from the ace, so it coat 
nothing to discover who held the 
queen. Declarer now had nine tricks, 
seven trumps and two hearts, and 
the 10th could come only from a 
heart ruff. So South won the queen 
and pitched the ace of hearts on the 
table and the contract oat the win- 
dow in one fell swoop. 

West ruffed away the ace of 
hearts and returned a trump. Al- 
though declarer was able to ruff a 
heart in dummy, he was back to the 
nine tricks with which be had start- 
ed— down one. 

Even had there been no one-heart 
opening bid, declarer's play was leas 
than perfect. Getting a heart ruff 
was vital, but so was preserving the 
ace of hearts as a winner. All declar- 
er needed to do to fulfill the contract 
was to lead a low heart at trick two, 
surrendering a trick immediately ' 
that would have to be lost in any 


Suppose West ruffs and returns a 
trump. Declarer wins in hand, ruffs 
a heart with the table's jack, returns 
to hand with a dub ruff and draws 
the rest of the enemy’s tramps. 
Then the ace of hearts can be cashed 
with impunity and declarer ban ten 

tricks — nine major-suit winners and 

a heart ruff. 


MILAN (AP) — International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) Presi- 
dent Juan Antonio Samaranch 
has said tougher qualifying stan- 
dards will be used after the Bar- 
celona Games to improve events 
jeopardised by an overflow of 
competitors. 

In a interview with Italian 
sports daily Gazzetta Dello Sport 
of Milan, Mr. Samaranch said all 
nations “legitimatedly estab- 
lished and recognised” will be 
accepted into the IOC. 

However, he said he saw a 
threat in the spreading number of 
new members and stressed that 
“after Barcelona, all countries 
will have the right to parade a flag 
in the Olympics, bat many wDl 
not have the right to compete if 


they have not reached acceptable 
technical levels. We will set 
tougher standards. ... It’s the end 
of Olympic tourism. It's an un- 
avoidable decision.” 

The Baltic Republics of Esto- 
nia, Latvia and Lithuania recent- 
ly gained independence from the 
Soviet Union, which may split 
further. Likewise, Yugoslavia 
may disintegrate with the repub- 
lics of Slovenia and Croatia seek- 
ing independence. 

Mr. Samaranch also said that 
IOC will put aside protocol and 
red tape of allow the entry of a 
unique Soviet team in the winter 
Olympics at Albertville, France, 
in February. 

Regarding the summer games 
in Barcelona, Spain, Mr. Samar- 


anch said a meeting with repre- 
sentatives of the 12 Soviet repub- 
lics is scheduled in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, in March to dwenss a 
joint participation. 

“We wUl ask those representa- 
tives to develop a plan to have a 
unique in the Olympics. I 
don’t know which flag they could 
use and bow the team wzS be 
called. This will be discussed Later 
on,” Mr. Samaranch said. 

The IOC president also said bis 
organisation wDl wait for govern- 
ments and other political entities 
to decide on the sovereignty of 
nations before it recognises them. 

“We are waiting for an EC 
(European Community) decision 
about the recognition of Slovenia 
and Croatia to see dearly into the 


problem.'' 

Mr. S amara nch was somewhat 
critical of the decision of the 
international Ski Federation to 
recognise Slovenia and allow 
Slovenian skiers to compete in 
die World Cup. 

“One must not ran ahead of 
history, one must be cautious. 
The recognition of a new member 
must come after tire country has 
been recognised by the United 
Nations and by IOC/’ Mr. 
Samaranch said. 

The European Community has 
said it will recognise Slovenia and 
Croatia if it meets a list of 
Criteria. Germany has said it will 
recognise the two republics by 
Jan. IS and other European 
countries are expected to follow. 


Gascoigne could still play for Spurs — manager 


LONDON (R) — Tottenham 
manager Peter Shreeves hopes 
England midfielder Paul Gas- 
coigne will still play for the En- 
glish first division club this season 
despite bis impending transfer to 
Italian dub Lazio. 

Gascoigne was originally set to 
join Lazio on May 31 next year in 
a £5.5 million ($9.9 million) 
transfer. 


But Lazio officials said this 
week they hoped to sign Gas- 
coigne, who has not played since 
injuring his knee in last season's 
F.A. Cup final, by the middle of 
January. 

On Friday, Shreeves said be 
had not given up hope that Gas- 
coigne could return to the Tot- 
tenham side to help their Euro- 
pean Cup Winners’ Cup bid and 


defence of the F.A. Cup. 

“Nothing is certain and nothing 
is dear cut,” he said. “There is 
still a possibility of seeing "Gazza’ 
in a Spins shirt again. 

“Paul is doing fine. His training 
has been stepped up and he is 
coming through remarkably.” 
Lazio officials said Wednesday 
that Gascoigne ooukl move to 
Italy as early as next month. 


The officials spent five hours 
discussing Gascoigne's transfer 
with his Tottenham Cub bosses 
in a bid to move the controversial 
midfielder as soon as posable. 

The deal was not conduded but 
Lazio administrator Maurizio 
Manzini said: “We are optimistic. 
By the middle of January we 
think Gascoigne will be a Lazio 
player.” 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Snow blankets Winter Olympic venues 

ALBERTVILLE, France (R) — Snow, the best friend and 
possible worst enemy of the 1992 Winter Olympics, fell Saturday 
over Ftnace’s Albertville region, host to the February Games. 
Alpine Olympic venues repotted snow more than 70 cm (27 
indies) deep. Some 10cm (four inches) covered the valley town of 
Albertville. A couple of snowless winters in recent years had 
caused concern among organisers. But their biggest fear is that 
too much snow could disrupt communications between the 13 
venues. The Cojo 92 Organising Committee will use an armada of 
snowploughs and has stored 20,000 tonnes of salt to spray on 
roads. 

Scottish clubs hope for winter break 


GLASGOW (R) — Scotland’s premier division soccer dubs hope 
tiie unpopular 44-game season will be scrapped next year after a 
discussion document was given a favourable reception at a league 
management committee meeting. The major foams plan a 
36-game campaign, including a winter break after 22 matches. 
Scottish League Secretary Peter Donald said Friday there had 
been “sufficient interest and a willingness to discuss it further.” 
The premier league would keep its 12 dubs but after the winter 
break the top eight would break away and play 14 more games to 
decide the title. The bottom four would join the top four in the 
first division in promotion and relegation playoffs. 

Happel appointed Austrian manager 

VIENNA (R) — Ernst Happel. Austria's most successful soccer 
coach, was appointed national team manager, faced with tire 
daunting task of bringing a demoralised team back as a force in 
the international game. Happel, 65, whose contract with Austria's 
Swarowski Tyrol expires on Dec. 31, has been charged with 
leading the team through the World Cup qualification over the 
next two years. Happel, a former Austrian international, was 
manager of the Dutch team beaten by Argentina in the 1978 
World Cup final. He also tasted success at European club level 
with Hamburg, Feyernoonj Rotterdam and FC Bruges. Austria 
readied the World Cup finals in 1990, but have struggled since, 
firing two managers. 

Graf leads field of 28 players in Tokyo 

TOKYO (AP) — Seven of the world’s top 10 female tennis ‘ 
players, indmfing Steffi Graf of Germany, will compete in the 
Toray Fan Pacific Open in January, organisers said Friday. Other 
top-rated players entered in the 28-woman field Include third- 


ranked Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina, No. 4 Martina Navratilo- 
va of the United States, No. 5 Arantxa Sanchez- Vicarid of Spain, 
No. 6 Jana Novotna of Czechoslovakia, No. 7 Jennifer Capriati of 
the United States and No. 10 Manuela Maleeva-Fragmere of 
Switzerland. The $350,000 tournament begins on Jan. 28 at Tokyo 
Metropolitan GYM. 

Young Brazilian driver Joins Minardi 

IMOLA, Italy (AP) — Christian Fittipaldi, the 20-year-old 
newphew of former Formula One champion Emerson Fittipaldi, 
will drive with the Italian team Minardi m the 1992 Formula One 
season. Minardi officials said that the Brazilian, who will be the 
youngest driver on the formula one circuit next season, signed a 
one-year contract. Minardi said it also has option to extend the 
driver's through 2994. Other terms were not disclosed. Christian 
Fittipaldi, winner of the intercontinental title in Formula-3000 this 
year, is the sou of Wilson Fittipaldi, a well-known driver in the 
1970s along with his brother Emerson, Formula One champion in 
1972 and 1974 and now drives on the Indy-car circuit in the United 
States. Christian Fittipaldi will replace Pierluigi Martini, who 
joined Scuderia Italia. The Young Brazilian will begin tests of his 
new car in January, Minardi said. 

British designer returns to Ferrari 

MARANELLO, Italy (R) — British designer Harvey Postleth- 
waite has rejoined the struggling Ferrari Formula One team as 
technical director, it was announced Friday. Postlethwaite was 
with FeiTari for much of the 1980s before switching to the Tyrrell , 
team. . ■ 

Johnson wants to play in all-star game 

AUBURN HILLS, Michigan (AP) — Magic Johnson is leaving 
the door open for a possible appearance in the NBA all-star game : 
in mid-February. Johnson, who retired from the Los Angeles ' 
Lakers after testing positive for die virus that causes AIDS, said 
at a news conference Friday that he would like to play in the 
game. His name is on the all-star ballots. “I don’t know what’s 
going to happen, election-wise,” said Johnson, who is accom- 
panying the Lakers bn their current road trip. “If Tm elected. I’ll 
have to see what (NBA Commissioner) David Stern has to to say. 
So, there’s really no sense talking about it. Well have to wait and 
see.” Johnson said his doctor doesn’t want him to play. “So right 
now I’m not playing,” Johnson said. “Well see about later. HI 
take my doctor's advice. Bat I can do what I want to do. I retired 
because I wanted to. I didn’t have to. I'm not saying I'll go against 
my doctor. “I want to live. It’s not just wanting to play a 
basketball game. Plus, I have another person to consider now. My 
wife wants me to stay off that basketball floor.” 
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r QUOTH 
THE RAVEN. 
i‘N0 PROBLEM 



— SSVo'fc.s. 


Andy Capp 


THE ARGUMENTS ME: AND 
ERIC HATE, HE'S DRIVING 
ME NUTS. 1 JUSTCANT-> 
GET THROUGH TO HIM — 1 


> SIMPLE SOLUTION, 
.GIVE HIM THE PUSH , 


A WOMAN WILL 
STICK TDA/VVVvI 
[> NO MATTER 
r HOW STupidN 
L HE/WOVBE- ) 


r ASK YOUR 
l MISSUS/ . 


OH. DEAR, DEAR . A &T 
I TOUCHY. ARE WE?r> 


Mutin’ Jeff 


NUTT SAYS MVGlRL^ 
WANTS Tb MARRY RoR 
HONEY BUT 1 DON’T •d 
EK BELIEVE rri r-ga 


DA*LlNG,MARKyJ YES,BUT-ER-T /oh DONT YOU V 
me anc> i’ll suppose Yop about that! 

SEES* " -Sw!* 

l’LLTAKEOUT A 

. ^ J V9 #50,000 LIFE r 

mm I l insurance— r 


You > 

WILL? 


f SURE! THEN IF) 
I 1 DIE You'Ll- ) 
, HAVE NOWltft© 
l WORRY ABOUT. 1 J 


/YES. BUT '-v 
t SUPPOSE YOU) 
DON’T 
DlE?J O 
> — i 




FORECAST FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER 22, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrotoger, Carroll Righter Fourdatkh 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: The change methods that are wom'uat 


Winter Solstice on the first day of 
Capricorn pats you in a position to 
make solid plans for the future that 
will provide added abundance in 
the days ahead. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is your day to do pretty much 
whatever you would Bee so think 
out early what means the most to 
you and go after it with a positive 
attitude. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever you would like to do that 
does require quiet discussions with 
those of experience is just great but 
keep your plan confidential or you 
could lose them.. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have the interest now in the best 
means by which to please friends 
who mean much to you or with 
whom you would like more contact 
in the future. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You now find that most 
everyone you contact is in the 
mood to think out ways to have 
more prosperity and you can have 
more by going drag with their 
ideas. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) New 
horizons look just beautiful to you 
this day and you are able to show 
that you are willing to go along 
with a fine new plan that is de- 
veloped. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Now you have some highly 
interesting means by which to 


and inefficient in doing whatever 
faces yon now. 

IJBRA a (September 2? to Octob^* 
22) Begin this time by finding I 
what is expected of yon by those 1 
yon regard as your important pan. 
ners and come to a better tmder- 
standing with them. 

SCORFKh (October 23 to Noycm. 

ber 21) You bare many task* to 
and you can get them (fame quickly 
and effectively you would be wire 

to put aside pleasures for the mo- 
ment and achieve lag results. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Third: out what you 
would most like to do do then lose 
no time in making the arrange- 
ments and the appointments 
will bring this in being. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This b your day. to 
make sure that you do what your 
family desires or expects of you 
and so build up a better rapport 
with your own dan. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take some time out to 
show your interest in your daily 
routines by perfecting them and 
doing something gtaooos t for 
those with whom you are usually 
allied. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Money money is at the centre 
of your thoughts and rightly now 
for bow can you do the things vital 
to your welfare without an abund- 
ance of assets. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


Cwynp" iw> 


By Harris 

Harris"! 


“Even your hair doesn’t want to 
be near you when you’re grumpy 
— that’s why you’re bald!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a by Henri Arnold and Bab Lee 

. .Have you heard O- -1 
this poem? O 


WOYLL 


TRINP 


KEBORN 


YARLIF 


\ 


SOME PEOPLE SAY 
MOKE ISJ A LOOK 
THAN OTHERS CAN — 

l ^ 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested .by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: POWER GUILE FONDLY SQUIRM 
Answer The hardest thing to raise in a garden — 
YOURSELF 


THE Daily Crossword 


| MT.eMtw press stoke wc. I 




ACROSS 

1 Papers to fa out 
6 Champagne 

glass part 
10 Fie 

14 Be in store for 

15 System of 
exercises 

16 Parts airport 

17 He rode Tarzan 
79 Fiscal Ur* 

20 Complete 

21 Give a medal to 
23 Cubicle 

25 Burritottn 

26 Med. gp. 

29 Wnestfing 

maneuver 
31 Chin, structure 
35 Actor Lee J. — 
37 Hair adornment 

39 Painter Nelman 

40 Wagner of 
baseball 

42 ivy leaguer 

43 Garden shelter 

44 Choose 

45 Majors 

46 Faction 

47 Obfuscate 
49 Slovenly one 

52 Hardin and 
Cobb 

53 MBitary vehicle 
55 — Scott 

57 Coming from 
abroad 

61 Form thoughts 

65 Ore source 

66 He rode QohSe 

68 Comic Johnson 

69 Inside: pref. 

70 Toned down 

71 "Untouchables" 
lawman 

72 Ind. peasant 

73 Facing a glacier 

DOWN 
1 1mitation 

2 Novefist Winter 

3 Be Irrational 

4 Copycat 

5 Hard gazes 

6 Thesaurus 
entry, abbr. 

7 Spadefoot 



™ riqjno mamu _ 

Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 

8 Plumed wader 5 11 1 — 

9 Zany tPIA j S)Hjfl | BslHl I IpWbTeTfT 

10 He rode Trigger |A(t [TTl Tq^Mjuro till 

11 Type of coda 151 LI I IDliMalBl alaWatgiTT 

12 Wooden strip f I lllllil lijj|| | l 1 1 1 M ilffmi si 

13 Heap of 
combustibles 

is Holier j 

22 Ra- city 

24 Descriptive term || | MJM 

28 Hurt lHl£la^ MC(AjMRB(*fHfLf II 

27 Dough 

28 Daisy Mae's MA1C U P|D|l|CIBp ^ »i :£i 

love |PjA{B|E IB|T«W 

30 Breakwaters 1UM HMHM I W Ii UMii IiU m 

32 aide lamLlTWnlrt ulSMaHimgT 

33 Howdy — I'MLlUoRHiniTlrByinlrltil 

34 Actor Lew of old » 

36 He rode 

Saw-B t _ * ■ 

38 Handle 

41 Cowboys 56 First 60 CWd fogey.' 

.. ry, , . appearance 62 Gattxrmng^ 

48 Lpcaladbelaw 57 Lendl of terns 63— tf»ln*>- 

■ 5® Mo more than (obeys) t 

flM^lrvflstinct 50 Indy stopping 64 VerX.' 

vt rawer places 67TqtJd»er > 


• - 




JORDAN 


.- TOKYO (AP) — Overruling 
objcctions from the central bank, 
— the -gnvenunent Friday lifted 
Bmita on real estate lending in an 
attempt to stimulate the eco- 
nomy. 

Real estate, perhaps this coun- 
try’s most precious commodity, 
gave Japanese corporations the 
. collateral they needed to move 
. ahead with die ambitious invest- 
ments that helped make its eco- 
1 nomte juggernaut. 

After speculators pushed land 
prices sky high, however, the 


eases limits on real estate lending 


government ordered banks in 
April 1990 to tighten loose limits 
on lending for Teal estate invest- 
ment. 

The cabinet decided to lift 
those restrictions on Dec. 31 after 
reviewing a special report by the 
National Land Agency 3 that 
showed prices had levelled off. 

Finance Minister Tsntomn 
Kata said the decision was 
to cushion a drop in land prices 
that culd be harmful to Japanese 
businesses. 

The National Land Agency re- 
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port showed residential land 
prices in Tokyo in July had fallen 
one per cent from a year earlier, 
while industrial land prices fell 
0.3 per cent. Residential real 
estate prices in the western city of 
Osaka fell 15.3 per cent and 
industrial prices fell 8.9 per cent. 

Annual growth in nationwide 
land prices slowed from about 17 
per cent in January 1990 to about 
three per cent in July 1991, the 
report said. 

Industry and political figures 
have pressed for months for lift- 
ing the restrictions to help stimu- 
late the slowing economy. 

But economists said the deci- 
sion was unlikely to substantially 
increase lending to cash -short 
firms because banks are con- 
strained by the need to maintain 
higher assets, relative to their 
lending, to meet standards set by 
the Geneva-based Bank of Inter- 
national Settlements. 

‘Hus is purely symbolic. It 
removes the stigma from tending 
to real estate firms, but foe banks 
aren’t going to change their be- 


haviour because of it." said 
Richard Koo, senior economist at 
Nomura Research Institute. 

He said foe move wouldn’t do 
much to ease a credit crunch that 
is restricting investment, especial- 
ly among small- and medium-size 
Japanese films. 

“It’s healthy that the banks are 
now putting more emphasis on 
profitability than on expansion of 
market share through lending, 
but the change comes at a bad 
time,'’ he said. 

But Kenneth Courtis, strategist 
at Deutsche Bank in Tokyo, said 
the decision could help credit- 
strapped companies by propping 
up foe value of their land hold- 
ings, 

“The focus is on commercial 
real estate. They need to main- 
tain prices at an inflated level 
because so much lending is tied to 
land prices,” Mr. Courtis said. 

Arguing that foe economy still 
faces strong inflationary press- 
ures, Bank of Japan Governor 
Yasushi Mieno has lobbied 


against easing limits on lending 
for real estate. 

The bank has generally stood 
alone recently in its reluctance to 
ease the interest rates to stimu- 
late fop economy. 

“They have wiped out the spe- 
culators, the banks are on the run 
and brokers are over a barrel. 
There’s no risk that prices will 
shoot up again," Mr. Courtis 
said. 

Japan’s most expensive com- 
mercial land, according to foe 
National Land Agency, is in 
Tokyo's Ginza shopping district, 
where a square metre was valued 
at 38 million yen ($280,000). The 
costliest residential land was in 
Tokyo's central Chiyoda Ward, 
at 12.3 million yen ($91,000) per 
square metre. 

Mr. Hata said foe finance 
ministry would monitor growth in 
tending and restore the limits if it 
expands too quickly. It also will 
tell financial institutions not to 
make loans for speculative land 
deals, be said. 


more 


Castro favours foreign 
investments, not capitalism 


austerity next year 


ATHENS (Agencies) — The 
conservative government has 
admitted that its economic stabi- 
lisation programme has not man- 
aged to reign in a widening 
budget shortfall. 

The shortfall, which the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) estimated 
in a recent report at about 450 
billion drachmas ($2.3 bilion), 
will delay efforts to bring the 
economy out of recession and 
lead to more austerity in 1992. 
officials said. 

“Our fiscal policy has to aim at 
the continuous and steep decrease 
of deficits,’’ a joint statement 
issued by foe finance and eco- 
nomy ministries said. 

It said cutting the deficits was 
necessary to ensure Greece “full 
and equal participation in foe 
economic and monetary union of 
Europe." 

The EC report said targets set 
by foe government in its 1991 
deficit budget will not be 
attained. 

The expected budget shortfall 
is attributed to foe government’s 
inability to collect enought taxes, 
sell off more than 20 debt-ridden 
state-controlled companies an*£- 
go through with foe issue of 


public bonds tied to real estate. 

“We are expecting less tax re- 
venues in comparison with the 
estimates," foe joint statement 
said. The government expects to 
collect 200 billion drachmas 
($1.05 billion) less than its plan- 
ned. 

The government, elected in 
April 1990, has been so far been 
unable to implement a three-year 
economic programme which aims 
at reducing a total public debt of 
more than $100 billion, cutting 
inflation and trimming Europe’s 
largest civil service. 

The EC has tied many of the goals 
to a $2.53 billion loan, of which 
foe first installment of $1.15 bil- 
lion was disbursed in March. 

Last month foe government 
issued an appeal to industrialists, 
wholesalers and shopkeepers 
asking them to cut profit margins 
in order to keep inflation within 
limits set by foe EC for 1991. 

The government hopes to bring 
inflation down ro 16 per cent this 
year from 22.3 at the end of 1990. 
But increases of 20 per cent and 
more for consumer goods had 
inflation running at about 17.9 
per cent in last September. 

The austerity measures and 
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skyrocketing consumer prices 
have taken their toll on foe gov- 
ernment. Public sector strikes 
and sit-ins have become almost 
daily occurances, white the gov- 
ernment’s popularity has been 
slipping in recent public opinion 
polls. 

Meanwhile, Greek National 
Economy Minister Efthymios 
Christodoulou said Greece 
should join the European 
Monetary Union (EMU) as early 
as possible. 

“If we do not join the EMU in 
its early stages then foe gap 
separating Greece from other 
Community members will con- 
stantly widen and it will become 
increasingly difficult to partici- 
pate at a later stage," Mr. Christ- 
odoulou told parliament. 

He said that as a first step the 
drachma should enter the Euro- 
pean exchange rate mechanism 
(ERM) before 1994 


HAVANA (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro invited foreign 
firms to invest in Cuban tourist 
hotels but said Cuba will not 
abandon socialism. 

Mr. Castro said overseas inves- 
tors in joint ventures with Cuba 
in tourist hotels would recover 
their investments quickly. 

“Where else could they get 
their money back in such a short 
time?" be asked. 

Mr. Castro declared, however, 
that Cuba “is not disposed to 
return to capitalism." 

“Ours is a pure tourism — 
without gambling, without drugs, 
without prostitution — and it is 
not in contradiction with our 
principles,'’ he said. 

Under most joint venture tour- 
ist hotel cont ra c ts , Cuba owns 51 
per cent of foe business while the 
foreign investors own foe rest 
and are free to send their profits 
out of the country. / 

“Our partners contribute capit- 
al, technology and part of foe 
market and Cuba contributes 
construction materials, a skilled 
work force and personnel with a 
higher scholastic level than in 
other countries," Mr. Castro 
said. 

He said that the hard currency 
Cuba earned from tourism “is 
immediately used to attend to foe 
needs of foe population.” 

Mr. Castro said, that 1992 
would be a “trial by fire" — a 
year of more oxcarts on foe 
farms, more bicycles in the streets 
and fewer buses in town. He said 
Cuba might have to get by with a 
third of the fuel it had in “normal 
times." 

Mr. Castro’s remarks were 
made at a forum which brought 
together 1,200 people ranging 
from Cuba's most distinguished 
scientists to a Havana housewife 
who knitted a gasket for heavy 
vehide motors, Prensa Latina 
said. 

They presented ideas for every- 
thing from horse-drawn “multi- 
ploughs” to high-tech electronic 
sensors, the official news agency 
said in a dispatch monitored in 
Mexico City. 

Cubans have long prided them- 
selves on devising clever ways to 
do without the U.S. imports 
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halted 30 years ago by a cold war 
economic embargo. In Havana 
one can find Russian truck trans- 
missions powering pre-revolu- 
tionary American luxury cars, 
and families who own two ’57 
Chevrolets — cannibalising one 
tP keep the other running. 

The fell of Soviet co mmunism 
and the abrupt loss of Soviet Bloc 
imports that had kept foe eco- 
nomy afloat has put that resour- 
cefulness to its toughest test. 

The loss of Soviet petroleum is 
the most devastating. 

After supplies began dwindling 
last year, gas was rationed, hun- 
dreds of factories were dosed, 
public transport was cut and farm 
machinery wass taken out of foe 
fields. 

Mr. Castro said earlier this 
month that Cuba did not get a 
“single drop" of Soviet oil in 
December. 

Mr. Castro has resisted foe tide 
of change redrawing foe world by 
di n gin g to one-party rule and 
central economic planning, de- 
fying ealte for reform and con- 
tinuing to meddle in every level 
of the nation’s affairs. 

“The years haven’t been able 
to defeat the strong figure garbed 
in foe eternal olive drab uniform, 
nor the elephantine memory that 
recalls the tiniest details, nor his 
mental agility and thirst for 
knowledge about the widest 
range of subjects,” it said. 

Prensa Latina, foe news agen- 
cy, said Mr. Castro warned in his 
speech of the oil cutbacks. 

Mr. Castro said there would be 
more transportation cuts, new 
electricity conservation mea- 
sures, even fewer farm machines, 
and more bicycles. 

Cuba acquired 200,000 bicycles 
in 1991 and began introducing 
horse- and ox-drawn farm 
machinery. Mr. Castro said foe 
government will build or buy 
another milli on bicydes in 1992. 

Although each new austerity 
measure moves the island doser 
to a pre-industrial society, Mr. 
Castro insists Cuba’s future lies in 
the realm of sdence. Despite foe 
economic crisis, be has poured 
mil li nns into biotechnology and 
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Fidel Castro 

genetic engineering. 

Cuba’s survival depends on 
finding “sdentific and technical" 
solutions to the “scardty of fuel 
and other limitations stemming 
from the disaster in the socialist 
world,” he told some inventors. 

Mr. Castro also promised to 
reveal his latest plans for coping 
with foe crisis in the next few 
days. 

Cuba has been quietly prepar- 
ing for a complete fuel cutoff 
what Mr. Castro calls the zero 
option — for more than a year. 
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II. S. aide sees recognition for 
some Soviet republics soon 


BRUSSELS (R) — A senior U.S. 
official has said Washington 
would soon recognise former 
Soviet republics as independent, 
starting with those Secretary of 
State James Baker visited this 
week. 

Mr. Baker made a four-day trip 
to the republics of Russia, 
Ukraine, Byelorussia, Kyrgyz- 
stan and Kazakhsta n 

The official, who briefed repor- 
ters on condition he would not be 
identified, shared sane of the 
conclusions arrived at by Mr. 
Baker. 

“With respect to those ... that 
we visited we’re talking about 
recognition sooner rather than 
later,” he said. Tins would begin 
by the end of 1991, starting with 
those republics. 

The new commonwealth being 
created out of the Soviet Union 
would make economic reform 
more difficult and predicting de- 
fence strategy almost impossible, 
the official said. 


Mr. Baker and his entourage 
were in Brussels for a NATO 
foreign ministers’ meeting. 

. Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin, one of the leaders Mr. Baker 
met, has moved boldly over the 
past few days to consolidate his 
power and dose down the union’s 
central government. 

Mr. Yeltsin is a leader of the 
new Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States. 


the old Soviet Union to make the 
bold reforms needed to convert 
their disastrous Communist eco- 
nomy to a free market system. 

But Mr. Baker found that like 
the leaders of the former central 
government the republic leaders 
“do not have a complete under- 
standing of what a free market is 
or requires,” the official said. 

“Hus is a tough process trying 
to convert an economy to a free 
market,” he said. 

The former republics in practice 
are all one economic unit but the 
commonwealth arrangement will 
probably not create a common 
economic space and so moving to 
a free market system world be 
more difficult, he said. 

The speed and precision with 
which Mr. Yeltsin dosed down 
the central government has raised 
the question of whether he had in 
feet staged a silent coup. 

But the official said Baker did 
not believe this was the case. 

He commented that Mr. Yelt- 
sin and other republic leaders had 
been democratically elected and 
that their actions were carried out 
peacefully and “pursuant to the 
will of the people.” 


- “I think we wiD be dealing with 
a number of sovereign indepen- 
dent nations that may or may not 
have an agreement between them 
providing for a common defence 
arrangement,” die U.S. official 
said. 

Mr. Yeltsin has said republics 
that join the commonwealth 
would participate in a defence 
alliance providing central com- 
mand of the armed forces, as well 
as the nudear arsenal. 

The United States and its 
Western allies have been pushing 


EC to recognise republics 

Meanwhile, European Com- 
munity (EC) officials said Friday 
if the former Soviet republics 
agree this weekend on a new 
commonwealth, the EC nations 
could recognise them as early as 
Monday. 

“I hope all this can move really 
quite fast,” British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd said of 
the recognition process following 
an emergency meeting of EC 
foreign ministers. 

“I would expect that recogni- 
tion of the republics that are 
going to form the new Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
would come quickly, maybe with- 
in a matter of days,” Mr. Hurd 
said. 

“If the former (republics) 


agree, then there are no more 
objections” as long as they make 
a commitment to democracy and 
arms control, said Dutch spokes- 
man Dig Tsflia after an ad-hoc 
meeting of EC states. 

The Netherlands, which bolds 
the EC presidency, said a cradal 
meeting in Alma Ata, the capital 
of Kazakhstan, Saturday could 
decide the speed with which the 
republics are recognised. 

The republics are expected to 
endorse and broaden the new 
commonwealth that is replacing 
tire Soviet Union. 

if everything goes according to 
plan, “it could be a done deal on 
Monday," Mr. Istha said. 

Hurd agreed. 

“Much will depend on the 
meeting they are holding at Alma 
Ata,” he said. 

“I would hope that out of that 
meeting would come the kind of 
assurances on both the arms con- 
trol aspects and the Soviet debt 
which ... are needed for general 
Western recognition of the re- 
publics.” 

But Belgian Foreign Minister 
Mark Eyskens said nudear assur- 
ances should be more of a guide- 
line than a precondition. 

“Because it is not with non- 
recognition that you will solve the 
nudear problem,” he said. 

The NATO allies already pre- 
pared Thursday to recognise the 
Soviet republics if they commit 
themselves to de m oc ra cy, free 
market economics and arms con- 
trol, officials said Thursday. 

At the United Nations Soviet 
Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov said 
Friday he expected a request to 
the United Nations next week 
asking that the Soviet seat go to 
Russia. 

Answering reporters’ ques- 
tions, Mr. Vorontsov, who is this 
month’s Security Council presi- 
dent, said he “personally” ex- 
pected a letter asking for die 
mim change. 

Diplomats, who spoke on con- 


dition of anonymity, said Mr. 
Yeltsin was sending a letter to the 
permanent members of the 
Security Council — the United 
States, Britain, France and 

China 

They said it was assumed he 
would send one to president 
Mikhail Gorbachev as well as 
leader of the internationally rec- 
ognised Soviet Union. 

The letter says that Russia is 
p rep arin g to assume the responsi- 
bilities and duties of the former 
Soviet Union and appeals for 
support to occupy tire Soviet seat, 
.they said. 

However, only British Prime 
Minister John Major has received 
his copy, tire diplomats sard, 
though tire others anticipated re- 
ceiving them shortly. 

If Mr. Yeltsin meets no opposi- 
tion from leaders of the other 
republics this weekend, little 
commotion was expected in the 
United Nations on the name 
change. The other newly inde- 
pendent states could join separ- 
ately in tire future. 

Meanwhile, instability within 
the Soviet Armed Forces is cut- 
ting safety levels and thefts of 
weapons are increasing, the bead 
.of Soviet military counter-intelli- 
gence said in an interview pub- 
lished Saturday. 

Major-General Yuri Bulygin 
told the army daily Krasnaya 
Zvezda that internal rather than 
external factors posed the biggest 
threat to the armed forces. 

He described these as 
“attempts to sap moral and 
psychological potential, turning 
the armed forces into an arena of 
political confrontation and ambi- 
tions, fanning the flames of 
national and religions fears.” 

His comments were the latest 
in a series of warnings by military 
commanders, worried that dis- 
affection with falling living stan- 
dards and uncertainty about the 
future could trigger dissent in the 
ranks. 


South African democracy 
talks end on high note 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa Saturday cleared 
die first hurdle towards a non- 
radal constitution when a historic 
two-day session of multiparty 
talks ended with messages of 
peace, hope and reconciliation. 

The 19 parties attending tire 
conference agreed to meet again 
by the end of March to work on 
an acceptable constitutional mod- 
el which would give blacks full 
political rights for the first time in 
tire country’s history. 

Five backroom working groups 
will start next month to prepare 
the agenda for that meeting. 

“I can hardly believe my eyes 
and ears that we are sitting down 
together to debate an interim govern- 
ment and a non -racial coosntutioa. It 
should have happened 
years ago,” veteran white liberal 
partiameatarian Helen Suzman 


Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANC) pre- 


dicted a new constitution would 
be in place by Christmas 1992. 

The main achievement at the 
conference, apart from getting a 
wide range of groups to sit down 
together, was an offer from the 
white government to open its 
doors to blacks, effectively 
acceding to anti-apartheid de- 
mands for a constituent assembly. 

Anti-apartheid movements 
welcomed the offer, but said the 
government offer was still too 
vague for substantive comment 

The framework for future talks, 
is a declaration of intent, signed 
by 17 of th e 19 parties, stressing a 

mui.nitment tO nmltipn i |y poli- 
tics, regular elections, an inde- 
pendent judiciary and a bill of 
human rights. 

The government and the ANC, 
main protagonists at the talks, 
moved swiftly to patch op their 
differences after a display of ver- 
bal fireworks which threatened 
tire amicable atmosphere. 


Taiwan ruling party wins 


major victory in elections 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s ruling 
Nationalist Party won an over- 
whelming victory in tire island’s 
first general elections in over four 
decades Saturday. 


The nationalists won 71 per 
emit of the 8.8 million votes cast 
in tire National Assembly polls, 
election officials said. 


Tbe main opposition Democra- 
tic Progressive Party (DPP) won 
24 per cent of the votes. 

Fifteen other smaQ iparties took 
tbe remainder of tire votes. 

The elections, part (rf democra- 
tic reforms that began with tbe 
lifting of martial law in 1987, 
were called to choose 225 de- 
puties. 


Unrest in Phnom Penh as 


Khmer Rouge delay return 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Police and 
students fought pitched battles in 
the streets of Phnom Penh Satur- 
day night after demonstrators 
protesting against co r r up t offi- 
cials attacked two police sta- 
tions. 

One demonstrator was hit in 
tire chest and critically injured as 
police opened fire to hold back 
tire crowds. 

• “He’s dead, he’s dead,” a 
young man shouted as tbe bleed- 
ing victim was taken away. 

' Reporters at one police station 
described a scene of total confu- 
sion. Police were shooting, most- 
ly in the air, and dropping flares 
from upper windows. 

Student leaders tried to control 
tire crowd as thousands of people 
went on the rampage, tearing 
down buildings in the compound 
where an unknown number of 
officers were holed up. 

At another station, the scene of 
battles between police and stu- 
dents earlier, angry police fired 
hundreds of rounds into the air to 
keep back protesters. 


An armoured personnel carrier 
careered through the streets with 
12 soldiers onboard letting off 
gunfire. At one point it rode up 
on a sidewalk, sending people 
fleeing. 

It then mowed down two 
motorcyclists. They escaped but. 
their bikes were crushed. 

Unrest of tins kind had not 
been seen in Cfexnbodia d urin g 
tire present government’s 13 year 
rale or the four-year Khm er 
Rouge reign of terror that pre- 
ceded it. 


Four previous days of violence 
forced Khmer Rouge guerrilla 
leaders to cancel their planned 
return to the city. A meeting of 
tire Supreme National Council — 
a key element of the complex 
U.N. plan to end 13 years of civil 
war — was called off. 


’ Prime Minister Hon Sen said 
Friday night the demonstrations 
threatend the peace process. 
‘This could mean prolo ngin g the 
Cambodian war,” he said in a 
radio address. 


U.S. sends aid to Armenia 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States donated $15 million 
worth of dairy products and 
wheat to food-short Armenia, tire 
first ins talmen t from $165 milli on 
in U.S. aid promised to the 
Soviets. 

The donations to Armenia 
could begin arriving in early 
January, deputy U.S. Agriculture 
Secretary Ann Vencman said. 
She said tire Agriculture Depart- 
ment would act soon on other 
proposals to provide humanita- 
rian aid to other parts of the 
Soviet Union. 

“The situation in Armenia is 
extremely critical,” said Alexan- 
der Arzoumanian, Armenia’s 
ambassador to the United States 
and C anada. He said there were 
“serious food shortages.” 

The U.S. administration 
offered tire humanitarian aid to 
the Soviets last month at tire same 
time it extended more credit- 
guarantees fin- Soviet purchase of 
U.S. food and feed. 

The Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America was selected 
to oversee distribution of die $15 
million worth of butter, butter 
ofl, dry milk and wheat. 

Ar menia to reopen 
nudear plant 

Meanwhile, the Armenian gov- 
ernment has decided to restart its 
sole nudear power plant in a bid 
to overcome a critical energy 
shortage, local agencies quoted a 
government minister as saying 
Friday. 

“Given tire hopeless position in 
the Armenian energy sector, the 
government has decided to take 
tiie republic’s under power sta- 
tion Out of mothballs,” tbe Snark 
Agency quoted Energy Minister 
Ruben Tsiftalaryan as saying. 

“The first reactor will be 
brought on to line next year,” he 
.told a news confe ren ce in the 
republic’s capital Yerevan. 

An Official at the Arm enian 
permanent mission in Moscow 
said tire government would take a 
final deaskm later. 

Armenia has been suffering 
energy shortages since it shut 
down the Medzamor Power Sta- 


ted by the December 2968 earth- 
quake which killed tens of 
thousands of people in Armenia. 
Experts said the plant was not 
damaged by the quake but ex- 
perts feared there could be furth- 
er seismic activity in the region. 

The Nega Agency quoted Mr. 
Tsiftalaryan as saying the station, 
which experts believed was com- 
pletely safe, should be working 
by the end of 1992. He added the 
republic would be able to export 
energy for bard currency once the 
second reactor opened in 1993. 

Soviet news agency (TASS) la- 
ter said most schools in Yerevan 
were closed, hospitals taking only 
urgent cases, and industry, except 
firms providing essential services, 
was at a standstill. 

“To describe the present situa- 
tion in Armenia as a fuel and 
energy crisis is a complete under- 
statement,” it said. 

“The situation has gone 
beyond the point of crisis- Tbe 
only word for it is catastrophic.” 

Most schools sent children 
home a week ago and told them 
not to come back until Jan. 25, 
the agency reported. 

Underground storage reser-< 
voire had enough gas left for only 
two days and supplies were suffi- 
cient to keep thermal power sta- 
tions running until Dec. 25 at the 
latest 


Azerbaijan wants peace talks 


tkm in 1989.. 


gas and petrol blockade by 
neighbouring Azerbaijan, en- 
gagodfo a bloody territorial de- 
pute with Armenia, has crippled 
industrial production. 

“From today all industrial en- 
terprises wfl! be closed,” Snark 
quoted Mr. Tsiftalaryan as 
s aying . He said tire republic was 
getting only a sixth of the fuel it 
needed and had no choice but to 
open the station. 

Azerbaijan said Friday it wonld 
end its blockade, but gave no 
further 

The Medzamor plant. 25 
kilometres west of Yerevan, was 
dosed down in early 1989 after a 
public campaign in tire wake of 
tire April 1986 aeddent at tire 
Chernobyl nudear power station. 
PubBc concern was also prooq^ 


In a separate development, 
Azerbaijani President Ayaz 
Mutahbov said Friday he world 
meet Armenian leader Levon 
Ter-Petrosyan this weekend and 
try to work out ways to end tbe 
bloody conflict between the two 
southern Soviet republics. 

The talks were due to take 
place on the fringes of a meeting 
of republican leaders in the 
Kazakh capital Alma Ata to dis- 
cuss a . Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States to replace tire 
Soviet UniOD. 

“We wili meet in Alma Ata to 
start peace negotitions,” Mr. 
Mutahbov told Reuters in an 
interview in the Azerbaijani 
capital Baku. 

He said Nagorno Karabakh, an 
Armenian-dominated enclave 
within Azerbaijan claimed by 
both rides, would be tire main 
item on the agenda of talks with 
Mr. Ter-Petrosyan. 

“We will talk about a cease- 
fire,” Mr. Mutahbov sod. “W cl 
will lay the foundations, because, 
if we keep fighting each other 
neither Azerbaijan nor Armenia 
will achieve full independence.” 

It was not dear whether Mr. 
Ter-Petrosyan. would take Him up 
an the offer of new dialogue, 
which is likely to be opposed by 
nationalist Azeris who demand 
tougher action against Armenian 
nrilitants.The last round of peace 
talks collapsed in November with 
tiie crash of an Azerbaijani heli- 
copter in Nagorno Karabakh 
which killed 25 people. 


Bosnian Serbs reject independence. 


proclaim separate republic 


BELGRADE (R) — Serbs in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina Saturday 
proclaimed their own republic, 
setting the stage for tire breakup 
of Yugoslavia’s ethnically-mixed 
central republics. 

Groats and Muslims, who 
together form a majority of Bos- 
ma-Herzegoviua’s 4.7 million 
people, Friday said they would 
bid for international recognition 
as an independent state, outvot- 
ing the 32 per cent Serb minority. 

The Bosnian Serbs bitterly 
oppose the move and want to 
remain associated with Serbia, 
bat tbe vote of their unofficial 
parliament in Sarajevo brought 
closer tire threat of inter-ethnic 
fighting tike that in ra^boatmg 
Croatia. 

The seff-prodmnred parliament 
of tire Serbian people in Bosnut- 
Herzegovina, whose debate was 
shown live on Belgrade televi- 
sion, voted unanimously to proc- 
laim a republic from tire Serbian 
New Year, Jan. 14. 

This is one day before the 
European Co mmunity (EC) and 
a growing number of co un tries 
are expected to recognise the 
independence of any Yugoslav 
republic which meets certain con- 
ditions. 

Among the conditions are that 
a republic must have recognised 
boundaries, which in Bosnia- 
Heregovina are thrown into 
doubt by tire Serbian move. 

To preserve them, the Muslims and 
Croats would have to coerce tire 
Serbs, who are scattered over 
many parts of tire republic and 
who would look for help from tbe 
Serb-led federal army, as has 
happened in Croatia. 

Failing tins, the Croats mi gh ts 
also want to join Croatia, leaving 
the Muslims with a ramp republic 
unlikely to gain international rec- 
ognition. 

Of Yugoslavia’s six republics, 
Qoatia, Slovenia and Macedonia 
have also said they wfll seek 
recognition under tire EC condi- 



tions. 

Germany had led moves to- 
wards recognition, and the 
Yugoslav federal government Fri- 
day delivered an angry note to its 
charge d’affaires in Belgrade 
Bonn of a “hostile act 
a gainst the unity and territorial 
integrity of Yugoslavia.” 

The federal assembly, attended 
only be Serbia and its ally Mon- 
tenegro and some Bosnian dele- 
gates, met Saturday in Belgrade 
to debate tire EC proposals. 

Both chambers adopted a re- 
solution condemning the propos- 


als, sa y ing they violated interna- 
tional law and encouraged the 
continuation of armed conflict in 
Yugoslavia. 

It also called for the urgent 
dispatch of United Nations 
peacekeeping forces — a demand 
the U.N. has so far resisted. 

Serbia and Montenegro innut 
that Yugoslavia still exists and 
they have no need to seek recog- 
nition, but until many more coun- 
tries including Russia moving to- 
wards recognising the breakaway 
four, they were running out of 
friends. 

The U.S. State Department, 
which has so far declined to rec- 
ognise tiie secessionists, declared 
Friday that it did not view tire 
collective presidency — now re- 
duced to Serbia and Montenegro 
— as speaking or acting in the 
name of Yugoslavia. 

Washington said it regretted 
Friday’s resignation of Prime 
Minister Ante Markovic, one of 
the few figures still seen as trying 
to represent all ethnic groups, 
saying Serbia forced him out. 

It said it did not accept the 
ramp presidency’s right to 
appoint a successor to Mr. Mar- 
kovic, who resigned saying he 
refused to ap p ro ve a war budget 
to be funded mainly by printing 
money. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin said Friday his country might 
recognise Croatia and Slovenia 
and other Yugoslav republics as 


inde p endent states if a ceasefire 
was reached first. 

Mr. Yeltsin was asked at a 
news conference ending his two- 
day visit to Rome whether Russia 
wonld extend diplomatic recogni- 
tion to Croatia and Slovenia. 

“For the moment we have 
taken no definitive decision be- 
came we are now studying this 
question, but our opinion is that 
if they reach a ceasefire we could 
recognise the independence of 
these republics,” Mr. Yeltsin 


Germany said Friday it wonld 
dispatch formal notes of recogni- 
tion to Croatia and Skxvema by 
Christmas, and Iceland 
announced immediate recogni- 
tion. 

NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woemer said Friday 
that the alliance might take action 
if tiie conflict in Yugoslavia spit- 
ted over its borders and 
threatened neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

*Sach a spilling over would 
create a very serious situation, 
Mr. Woemer told a news confer- 
ence after a landmark meeting 
between NATO and its former 
Warsaw Pact foes. 

“You can rely that tiie affiance 
would react to such a situation, 
would consult, and I tirink would 
take the appropriate measures,” 
be said. “But Tm not prepared to 
speculate cm any concrete action 
at this very moment.” ' 


South Asian leaders put high 
priority on alleviating poverty 


COLOMBO (R) — South Asian 
leaders representing a billion of 
the world’s poorest people agreed 
Saturday to make alleviation of 
poverty a priority, official sources 
said. 


The leaders of Ba ngladesh , 
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
P aki s ta n and Sri T-»nka — tbe 
South Asian Association for Re- 
gional Cooperation (SAARC) 
group formed seven years ago — 
focussed on action to raise the 
living standards of their people at 
their one-day summit in Col- 
ombo. 


About 5,000 pol ic emen backed 
by troops guarded the Sri T jmkan 
capital because of fears that 
Tamil rebels fighting to set up an 


independent states might fry to 
disrupt the meeting. Security 
forces set up check-points and 
searched vehicles. 

The meeting accepted a prop- 
osal by Sri lankan President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa to set up 
a c ommi s si on of SAARC repre- 
sentatives to recommend ways to 
impro ve the plight of the {people 
conference sources said. 

“We must be able to satisfy 
their baric needs of nutrition, 
clothing, shelter, health, family 
planning and primary educa- 
tion,” Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia, told the opening 


the security and stability of the 
region 

. “Terrorism has extended an 
insidious network of death and 
destruction across our borders,” 
said Mr. Premadasa who took 
over the chairmanship of 
SAARC. 


Bhutan’s King Jigme Wang- 
chuck said he was unable to 
attend die meeting originally 
scheduled for last month because 
of terrorism in bis Himalayan 
kingd om. His absence led to the 
postponement of the summit. 


They also discussed what Mr. 
Premadasa called the “twin evils 
of terrorism and drugs” affecting 


“Bhutan, which until recently 
was a haven of peace and tran- 
quflity, is now engaged in a bitter 
straggle against terrorism,” he 
said. 


Cuomo pulls out of presidential race 


NEW YORK (R) — The U.S. 
economy which has sent Presi- 
dent George Bush’s popularity 
plunging as he feces reelection 
gave him a bonus —Mario 
Cuomo, potentially his most 
dangerous rival, bowed out of the 
race. 

Mr. Cuomo, tbe New York 
state governor, said tbe need to 
look after his own state’s fla gging 
economy has made it impossible 
for him to be a candidate for the 
Democratic Domination. 


Mr. Cuomo’s departure left the 
field to six relatively unknown 
politicians who in the months 
ahead will have to overcome their 
lack of national stature to fight 
Mir. Bush. 

The New Yorker ended 
months of speculation when he 
announced that be would not be a 
c and i d a te because of his own 
state’s budget problems. New 
York state has to dose a $4 
bflfion deficit over the next three 
years, a crisis brought to a head 
by the national recession. 

“I would be less than honest if 
I did not admit to you my regret 
at not having tbe chance to ran 
for president,” be told a packed 
news conference in Albany, New 
York. 

Tbe . governor weighed his 
prospects for 70 days before 
announcing his long-awaited de- 
cision just 90 minutes > before the 


deadline expired to enter the 
New Hampshire state primary — 
tiie first of a series of primaries 
and Caucuses in which candidates 
vie for delegates to the party’s 
national nominating convention. 

Mr. Cuomo said that while be 
could enter tbe presideotial con- 
test after tiie New Hampshire 
primary, be would not because he 
feared he would complicate the 
race. 

“I recognise that there are 
ahead? m the field a number of excel- 
lent canrfirfatts that can move dm na- 
tion towards a more inclusive, 
mime progressive, more intelli- 
gent comae. I will do all 1 can to 
help them,” be said, dearly look- 
ing drained and disappointed. 

Republicans crowed that Mr. ' 
Cuomo did not have the guts for 
the fight. “After months of strad- 
dling tbe fence, Mr. Cuomo 
looked in tiie mirror.and realised 
be wasn’t up to running tbe coun- 
try,” said New York State Re- 
publican Chairman William ; 
Powers. 

“For tiie first time in history, a 
fiscal crisis was more important to 
Mario Cuomo than his ego,” Mr. 
Powers said. 

Many political experts coosi-. 
dered Mr.' Cuomo, 59, the 
strongest Democrat who could 
enter tiie race to unseat Mr. Bush 
in the 1992 presidential election. 

Mr. Cuomo’s withdrawal left 


six Democratic candidates in the 
field but none with the national 
recognition of the three-term 
New. York governor. Nor do any 
have Mr. Cuomo’s eloquence or 
his ability to define the issues. 

The governor said Ins decision 
was forced on him by the refusal 
of the Republican-controlled 
state senate to agree on a long- 
term budget plan. 


‘Tm not going to assume any- 
body had perverse motivation. 
I’ll leave that to God and their 
.conscience. 1 thought very hard 
about it (becoming a candidate) 
and it seemed to me difficult to 
escape the responsibility to deal 
with the budget now. Had they 
(the state legislature) made a 
budget, had it worked out well, it 
would have been different. But 
they didn’t,” Mr. Cuomo said. 


^ A sked if this was the mid of his 
future presidential ambitions, he 
said, “you would have to make 
your own analysis.” 

Polls showed that had Mr. 
Cuomo decided to ran, be would 
have been the front-runner 
among the Democrats in a con- 
test a gainst Mr. Bush, whose own 
popularity has Men to a 47 per 
cent approval rating, die lowest 
of his term. 

Mr. Bush has been hard hit by 
Ins failure to torn tiie nation^ 
recession around. 



World’s richest 
lottery pays out 
record $1.3 billion 


MADRID (AP) — The lotttay 
trilled as the worid’s richest 
rained a record $13 bflBon ht 
tax-free winnings on thousands bf 
ticket-holders in a holiday tnkg- 
tiofl dating bade almost two cen- 
turies. The five-digit grand-prize 
number picked Saturday in tbe 
Christmas lottery, known as Q 


Mother pleads for 
son’s imprisonment 


Dutch Post Office 
kills Christmas 
cheer 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Christ- 
inas cards posted in the Nether- 
lands this year wiQ not be franked 
with goodwill messages, the 
Dutch Post Office said. The post 
office said it dropped traditional 
Christmas postmarks after com- 
plaints that they a p pea re d by 
nrigfatce on cards announcing be- 
reavements. “It (fid not seem 
fitting to have a postmark like 
that on cards about death or 
condolence,” a spokeswoman 
said. 


Woman sentenced 

to5yearsfbr 
defrauding suitors 


Dancer charged 
with attempting 
to kill rival 


SAN FRANCISCO (R)._.A; 
U.S. exotic dancer was charged 
Thursday with giving a hit-man - 
her 1968 mustang car and a di- 
amond earring to kill a rival 
named “Bambi.” Diana Marietta 
26, was ordered held without bail 
on charges of attempted murder 
and soliciting murder. Police ssd 
Manetti had asked tbe nakieajti" 
fied a ssa s s i n to fly. to Hawas- 
where Bambi, whose real name is.- 
Joyce MassagK, was perforating^' 
They said there was a'.kmgv 
stanefing conflict between tbe 
w omen over a man. Police saft£ 
they foiled the plot after Masetti i 
gj&ve the 30-year-old man . an ear-] 
ling* the title to her car -add-' 
$1,000 and booked trim on » flight- 
to Honolulu. Manetti <£ dtjrot 
enter a plea at SanFramasds 
Municipal Court and'wasorderetl 
to retain to court on Det/ 24^ 


V* 


Gordo, or tbe fat one, paid 300 
milli on pesetas ($3 million) to 
holders of each of 95 tickets 
bearing the winning number: 
47996. The winning number, 
which was sold in Madrid, was 
picked at 11:23 a.m., more than 
two horns after the drawing be- 
gan. Since each of tbe 95 w inning 
tickets cost $300, most of them 
were split among friends, fami- 
lies, work mates and dub mem- 
bers. Hie annual drawing show- 
ers its winnings on thousands 
across the country. It marks the 
start of the holiday season and is 
more popular in Spain than soc- 
cer or Santa Claus. 


COLOMBO (R) — A Sri Lankan 
judge heeded the pleas of a drug 
addict’s mother and jailed tiie 
man for one year, the state-run 
Observer newspaper sakL The 
woman told a Colombo court that 
her son had assaulted members of 
the household and demanded 
money to buy drags. She begged 
the judge to jafl trim. The magis- 
trate sentenced the man to one" 
year m prison on charges of tak- 
ing heroin, the newspaper said, ft 
gave no other details. 


PEKING (R) — A woman in 
southern China took advantage 
of newspaper lonely hearts col- 
umns to defraud more than 1,000 
suitors nationwide, said a report 
seen Friday. After being fired 
from her job as a chemical work- 
er in Yueyang, Hunan province, 
Wang Ke stole a photography of 
an attractive woman from a 
photography studio and sent out 
nearly 2,000 copies in answer to 
advertisements from men seeking 
wives, the Dec. 17 edition, of. 
Publication Digest said. In each 
letter she asked for money to; 
cover transporation to meet the 
hopeful swain, the news digest 
said. By late last year, Wang had 
received an avalanche of letters, 
some containing as much as 100 
yuan ($19) — just under tiie 
average urban monthly wage. 
More than 1,000 suitors sent a 
total of 5,230 yuan ($968), avast 
sum for .China, it said. The 
woman never materialised, and 
the disgruntled men demanded 
an investigation. A Yueyang' 
court sentenced Wang in-March, 
to five and a half years in prison 
for fraud. The newspaper (fid not 
say why authorities waited so 
long to publicise the case. 


